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December 2025 SERMONS 

12/07   “Time to Get Ready” Matthew 3:1-12 
12/14  “You look just like…”  Matthew 11:2-11 
12/21  “And so it goes”  Matthew 1:18-25 
            Choir   Cantata will be during 2nd service                     
12/24  “Good News!” Luke 2:1-20 
Christmas Eve Services  5:00pm & 8:00pm 
12/28  “Arise! Shine!”  Isaiah 60:1-6 
 
 
 

SCRIPTURE FOR THE MONTH 
 

Luke 2:10-11  NRSV 
 
10 

But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be 
afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news 
of great joy for all the people: 

11 
to you is 

born this day in the city of David a Saviour, 
who is the Messiah,

[a]
 the Lord. 

  

The Christmas season is approaching, and we must prepare our hearts for Christ’s coming. So often we come 

into his presence hurriedly, anxiously, and unprepared. We would do well to pay attention to the old 

Scottish Church’s communion service, which regarded spiritual preparation as paramount. The believers who 

desired to take communion on Sunday were to go to a special midweek service head of time so they would 

not come rushing pell-mell into God’s presence. The leaders instituted this preparation service so people 

would come to communion ready to receive from God the grace that is needed for life’s circumstances. 

The next few weeks should be a time of preparation for us. In the midst of all the Christmas activity, there 

should be in our lives a dimension of spiritual hunger and thirst, a seeking of God. 

Our prayer should be, “God, what do you want to say to me during this season? I want my heart, my mind, 

and my whole being to be open to your Spirit during your birthday celebration.” 

This is the time when we must be extremely careful about the priorities in our lives. There is no question 

that the gift-buying, the family times, and the church activities are quite important, but these days the pri-

mary thing in your life and mind should be our relationship to Immanuel—the One who came to dwell with 

us. 

Dennis F. Kinlaw from his book This Day with the Master 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%202%3A10-11&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-24977a


 

Missions Giving in November 2025 
Thank you for your generous giving this year to Missions.  
 
JAMA  $2250 
Local Charities  $436 
 
 
 
 

. 

The Children of JUMC will put on their annual Christmas Program on   
Sunday the 14th of December from 6:00-7:00pm in the Sanctuary.     
                  This years program is “BETHLEHEM’S GOT TALENT”. 
 
Following the program will be a Birthday Party for Jesus with cake and 
punch in the Fellowship Hall. 
 
 
 
 

 

December Mission: Holston Home for Children 

In the past, our church has generously supported the   

children of Holston Home in Greeneville, TN. Many of the 

children live on campus, while others are living with foster 

families. The staff works hard with the children and     

families so they can return home. River Academy is the 

school that the children attend while on campus, while 

some of the older youth go to trade school or college. 

There are many activities on campus for the children to 

enjoy during their free time, such as recreation. Last year, 

our church donated sports equipment such as             

basketballs, frisbees, soccer balls, etc. 

Our mission project for this year is to donate new board 

games, card games, footballs, and basketballs for the 

houses to enjoy during their free time. I know firsthand 

how these things need to be replaced over time.         

Donations will be accepted throughout the month of    

December, and can be dropped off in my office. Your 

generosity and contribution to this effort is greatly        

appreciated. 

With love, Ms. Rebecca 

Jonesborough United Methodist Chancel Choir Cantata 

You are invited to join us as we celebrate the great and mighty wonder of God’s love, Sunday, Dec. 21, 2025, at 

the 10:45am service. 

The Chancel Choir will share the cantata, “A Great and Mighty Wonder”, a love story conceived in the heart of a 

great and mighty God. The music is a blend of beloved and familiar carols along with new texts and melodies, mas-

terfully blended to create a meaningful and engaging Christmas worship experience. Tom Fettke’s musical setting 

is going to be narrated by Tom Flagg with narrations adapted by Jane Flagg. 

 It focuses on the themes of God’s love, the miracle of the incarnation, and the joy of Christ’s birth as it takes us to 

Bethlehem to experience the fulfillment of God’s plan in a humble manger. 

Don’t’ miss out on these fun Events 

 Appalachian Christmas on Dec 7th at 5:30pm, music at 7pm 

 Children’s Christmas Program on Dec 14th from 6-7pm 

 Christmas Stroll on Dec 20th  11am-12pm JUMC Choir, 12-1pm 

Christmas Carol Sing-a-long, 1-3pm Martha Painter’s Harpstring 

and Piano Studio 

 Christmas Cantata on Dec 21st at 10:45am 

 



Groups & Social Events 
Children’s Ministry 

 
Greetings, church family! Below you will find upcoming events and activities in 
our children’s department: 

• Our unit of focus is “Jesus: His birth”. We will be reading from Isaiah,  
Micah, Matthew, and Luke. 

• Our Christmas Workshop will be on Saturday, December 6th. We will   
gather in room 102 to practice for our Christmas Program. Then, all the 
fun activities will follow including crafts, shopping, and gift wrap. Pizza will 
be served at 11:30am. Please plan on picking up your child at 12:00pm 

• Christmas Program practice will be on Wednesday evenings during     
Adventure Kids on 12/3 and 12/10. 

• Our Christmas Program will be on Sunday, December 14, from 6-7pm in 
the sanctuary. Following the program, we will gather in the Fellowship 
Hall and celebrate the birth of Jesus! There will be cake and punch for all! 

• Stuff a stocking deadline is on December 10th. Every child in our          
children’s program is encouraged to fill a stocking for a child in our area. 
Ms. Rebecca has the stockings. 

• Last Adventure Kids session for the semester is on Wednesday, December 
10th. We will resume on Wednesday, January 14, 2026. 

Thanks for your support, and God Bless! 
Ms. Rebecca 

Youth Ministry 

As we close out an amazing fall season, we reflect on the joyous opportunities 

God gifted us with during the month of November. 

 

November Highlights... 

*We visited Wesley ETSU for an incredible night of worship and music, along 

with other local United Methodist Youth Groups. 

*We traveled to The Ark Encounter in Kentucky, and explored powerful re-

minders of God's faithfulness. 

*We made cozy blankets to donate to our local animal shelter. 

*We decorated lunch bags with encouraging Bible verses and drawings, and 

filled them with snacks and food staples. These were donated to local school 

counselors so children in need would have extra nourishment during their 

school break. 

*We enjoyed our "Youth Friendsgiving" and game night. 

*We kicked off our Advent Study with a festive Grinch-themed dinner.   

 

Looking ahead to December... 

We are looking forward to a month filled with celebration and service, as we 

focus on the greatest gift of all- Jesus! 

 

We will: 

*Continue our Advent Study 

*Decorate the Youth Center for Christmas 

*Attend and serve at Appalachian Christmas 

*Shop for Christmas Angels 

*Enjoy our Youth Christmas Party & Lock-in 

 

Let us end 2025 strong, creating lasting memories, serving joyfully, and grow-

ing spiritually. 

-Haley & Jacob Hankal 

 

JAMA Food Pantry  
 

We at JAMA have been blessed this year with your faithful         

donations of food and funds. If you would like to donate in    

December our item of the month is granola bars in the 6 or 8 

bar size. Monetary donations are always accepted as well. 

CYB Senior Adult Group 
We will have lunch at 11:30am on 12/11 at Beef O’bradys 
in Boones Creek.  If you need a ride please call the church 
office at 753-3942 . 

Busy Hands with a Purpose 
 

 Busy Hands will meet in the Fellowship Hall on Tuesday, December 

2nd and December 16th at 10:00 AM.  Please join us if you like to quilt, 

knit, crochet or sew.  We meet from 10-12.  If you have questions, con-

tact Jackie: 423-341-0045   Be sure to bring a sweater - the room is 

cool.  

The Sarah Mayes Circle will meet this month on the 2nd 
Tuesday at 2pm in Room 102 (Fireplace Room).  If you 
have been wanting to get plugged in with a women’s group 
this is a great time to check it out.  If you have any ques-
tions about what this group is and does you may reach out 
to Linda Likavec at quiltnqte353@gmail.com. 

 



During 2025, we renew our commitment to God and God’s Church through… 
Our prayers, our presence, our gifts, our service, and our witness. 
Your tithes and offerings support: worship, children and youth ministries, music ministry, 
buildings where we learn and grow spiritually, staff who lead and serve, missions and          
outreach, Christian fellowship, and the teaching/preaching of the Gospel. 
 
Weekly needs 2025: $10,624 
 
What we’ve received YTD 2025:  $ 508,681.44 
November Offerings Per Week:  11/2 $10,758  11/9 $8474  11/16  $8133  10/23  $10,400.34 

12/2 Kim Anders 
12/3 James Jackson, Suzanne Moore 
12/5 Jerry Jenkins 
12/10 Tom Pardue 
12/11 Sally Johnson 
12/13 Delaney Gilham 
12/16 Kent Walker, Patrice Wells 
12/17  Karen Barnette 
12/18 Mike Anders 
12/20 Rhett Jenkins, Wyatt Jenkins 
12/22 Hobart “Coach” Powell 
12/24 Heather Woods 
12/29 Bill Flanary 
12/30 Nikki Pont 
12/31 Don Bagwell 

12/1 Barry & Debra Blair 

12/6 Tim & Jeri Jones 

12/7 Steve & Becky Campbell 

12/13 Bob & Regina Davis 

12/28 Ashley & Judy Whitehurst 

12/29 Robert & Linda Holley 

12/30 Dwight & Suzanne Moore 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Calendar of Events, Birthdays, and Anniversaries 
 

12/2 & 12/16 Busy Hands with a Purpose at 10am in the Fellowship Hall 
12/06  Christmas Workshop and practice from 10am-12pm 
12/07  Appalachian Christmas, starts at 5:30pm with dinner, music at 7pm 
12/10  Last Adventure Kids for the semester; Christmas Program practice 
12/11  Quilt Club meets at 8:30am in the FH.     CYB at 11:30am at Beef O’Brady’s in Boones Creek 
12/12  Upper Room SS Class Christmas Party at 5pm       Staff Christmas Party at 6pm 
12/14  Children’s ministry Christmas Program from 6-7pm  
12/15  Finance Committee Meeting at 6pm in the Library 
12/18  Storytellers Christmas Party 5pm in the Fellowship Hall 
12/20  Christmas Stroll at 11am 
12/21  Choir Cantata at 10:45am service 
12/24  Christmas Eve Candlelight at 5pm & 8pm 
 
 
*Every Sunday the Youth meet at the Youth Center from 6-7:30pm 
*Every Monday Pack/Cub Scouts will meet here at the church from 6-8pm in rooms 102, 103, 201 & 211 
*Every Tuesday at 7:30pm  AA will meet in the Youth Center  
*Every Wednesday at 12:00pm Kiwanis will meet in the Fellowship Hall or Room 102.  Youth meet at the Youth Center 6:00pm for Bible Study 
*Every Sunday the Youth meet at the Youth Center from 6-7:30pm 
*Every Monday Pack/Cub Scouts will meet here at the church from 6-8pm in rooms 102, 103, 201 & 211 
*Every Tuesday at 7:30pm  AA will meet in the Fellowship Hall  
*Every Wednesday at 12:00pm Kiwanis will meet in the Fellowship Hall 
Youth meet at the Youth Center 6:00pm for Bible Study 
* Every Thursday the BSA Troop meetings will be in the Youth Center from 6-8pm 

November Attendance 
 

11/02  191 
11/09  181 
11/16  184 
11/23  175 


