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Meet Our Graduating Seniors 
 

Brookelyn Bennett has been a bright light in many lives, especially mine. 

She has a servant’s heart and loves to help others. She also has a love of 

animals and is constantly picking them up on the side of the road to rescue 

them. She has been involved in a lot of activities growing up, but her favor-

ite was dancing. She is a beautiful dancer. If you ask Brookelyn what she 

wants to be when she “grows up,” her response is always that she just 

wants to do something to help others. She has overcome some hurdles in 

her life, as most have, and instead of using them as a crutch, she uses them 

to better herself and others. She is a blessing to all who meet her. 

 

I could not be more proud of my son, Brayden Dmytruk. He has always 

been kind hearted, honest, and loyal. He loves to help children. In fact, this 

year he mentored a young child who was unable to read. After working 

with the child for several weeks, the boy read his first words to Brayden. 

Brayden also has volunteered at Johnson City Medical Center, and at the 

Washington County Animal Shelter. Brayden has always had an attraction 

to animals; and they to him. He will  graduate this spring, then attend col-

lege. 

 

Dawson Matthew Morganstern is the son of Matthew and Deana Mor-

ganstern, and the grandson of Dr. Tim and Susan Morganstern, Pam and 

the late Ernie Collins, and Rick and Debbie King. He has one sister, Victo-

ria. Dawson has grown up here at JUMC. According to Ms. Jackie, he was 

known as the little Houdini. Dawson has grown up on the baseball fields 

and basketball courts. He is a die-hard UNC Tarheel fan and loves giving 

Pastor Karen a hard time during March Madness. He has truly been a bless-

ing in our lives. I can only begin to imagine the blessings in store for him. 

Mom and Dad love you beyond words. So, to the boy/man with the kindest 

heart I know, “Go and tackle the world.” 

 

 

Seniors, we are proud of you. Always remember you are special and loved 

by your church family. We ask that our church family pray for you as you 

begin the next chapter in your lives. 

 

     Blessings, 

     Miss Mary Ann 
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Save the Date 

 
 
May 3  National Day of 

Prayer 
 
May 5  Diane’s Closet 
 
May 6 JAMA Potluck 
and  Worship at Cen-
tral Christian Church 
 
May 13-20 Family 
Promise 
 
June 18-21 Vacation 

Bible School 
 

Children’s News 
 

     Unfortunately, we had to move the Easter egg hunt inside and called it an 

“After” Easter egg hunt, but all went well and everybody had fun. Thanks to 

Rachel Squibb for the great refreshments, crafts and games. It was a special 

afternoon for many children! 

 

     Children’s Sunday was awesome!  The kids sang, played lap harps and 

chimes as well as hand bells. The new children’s praise band was introduced. 

They were fantastic. They hope to add several songs over the coming months. 

Many thanks to David Babb and Glen Rose for all their help with this group. 

 

     Kim Jamerson introduced a new group called “Crossbeat” – they were great!  

It was amazing to watch the synchronization of hands with the music. Thank 

you to Kim! 

 

      Many very special songs were sung. We learned them at RezKidz in Febru-

ary. There is special meaning in each song; even the toddlers were singing and 

dancing! 

  

     A big “Thank You” to everybody who helps with the children’s program. 

We couldn’t do it without you! 

 

 Mark your calendars for VBS – June 18-21, 2018  

“Rolling River Rampage”  

 Experience the ride of a lifetime with God! 

 

 
“Whatever you do, do it as a service to Him, and He will guar-
antee your success."  Proverbs 16:3  
 
"May He grant you according to your heart's desire, and fulfill 
all your plans."  Psalm 20:4 
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Looking Ahead 
 
June 10-13 Annual 
Conference 
 
June 18-21  Vacation 

Bible School 
 
June 30 Jonesborough 
Days Parade 

 

National Day of Prayer 

 

Join us on Thursday, May 3 at 12 noon in front of the court-

house as we gather for prayer.  We are going to do something 

different this year and gather in circles to pray together for 

our community, our town and our world. 

 

NOVELTY BAND  

On Tuesday, May 1 at 7 pm, the Novelty Band (Terry Coun-

termine, Glen Rose, David Babb and Mark Calliham) along 

with some of the McChoir sisters from Appalachian Christ-

mas (Lynda Carter, Sue Russell and Barbara G. Smith) will 

be sharing music at the Annual Conference Event Jubilation:  

A retreat for adults (50+) who desire to explore and enhance 

their relationship with Christ.  This is a three-day event April 

30 – May 2.  For more information visit:   http://holston.org/

events/2018/apr/30/jubilation-2018/ 

 

JAMA Community Worship and Meal 

 

On Sunday, May 6, we will gather at Central Christian 

Church for a Potluck meal together at 5 pm and a good old 

fashion hymn sing worship service at 6 pm. It will be a great 

evening of fellowship and praise to our God. 

 

This will also be a JAMA Fundraising Event – the offering 

we collect that night will be doubled – up to $2000 by the 

Woodsman Grant, so if you make a monthly donation or an 

occasional gift to JAMA, please bring it to this service – or 

send it with the Pastor – because your money will get dou-

bled that night to help us serve more people.   

http://holston.org/events/2018/apr/30/jubilation-2018/
http://holston.org/events/2018/apr/30/jubilation-2018/
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 Sisters of Faith Annual Bazaar a Great Success 
 
     The weather was perfect, the customers were plentiful, and the Sisters of Faith 
United Methodist Women had their 3rd Annual Bazaar—their best one yet!.  Great 
baked goods were sold, silent auction items were bid on and bought, and 24 craft ven-
dors had a wide variety of arts and crafts for everyone. 
 
     We want to thank EVERYONE who volunteered, baked a goody, helped promote 
the event, came and shopped, and prayed for our success.  We couldn’t do it without 
everyone working together. 
 
     Mark your calendars now for next year—April 13, 2019! 

 

Visit with Polly Philips 
   

On Sunday, April 15, some members of the 

choir went to see Polly Philips, a long-time 

choir member who is now a shut-in, to sing 

with her and share Communion with her.  It 

was a precious moment as the Holy Spirit sur-

rounded us and lifted us up as we praised God 

together.  What a blessing to share in God’s 

holy meal together.  
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New Members 
 

Bill and Cathy Smith 
 
Originally from Northwest Pennsylvania, Bill and Cathy were fortunate 
enough to be able to retire in 2013. Prior to retiring, Bill was an electri-
cal engineer at a nuclear power station and Cathy was a full- time stu-
dio potter specializing in wheel-thrown stoneware.  
 
They fell in love with Tennessee while traveling and camping in their 
5th wheel and decided to make Jonesborough their home. We are 
enjoying every minute doing fun things, including lots of hiking with 
Bailey, our 3 year old goldendoodle, and kayak fishing. Additionally, 
Bill is immersed in model railroading, both at home and at the ETSU 

club, and Cathy is joyfully spending her free time water color painting and continuing to occasionally 
play in clay. Julie and Mckenzie, their daughter and 10 year old granddaughter, live in North East Mary-
land, where they take many extended vacations.  
 
We are excited to have found our church home with JUMC, where everyone has been very kind and 
welcoming, and look forward to our future as part of this wonderful Church community!   
 
JUMC is equally excited to have Bill and Cathy join our church family. 
 

******************************************************************************************* 
Linda Norkus 
 

Linda recently joined JUMC and shared this bit of information about herself. 
 
“I was born and raised in the Chicago Area (Oak Lawn). I moved to Knoxville in 1992 with my son 
Bryan.  I graduated from Johnson Bible College with a BS in Leadership and Ministry and began work-
ing for the State of Tennessee. I eventually moved to Johnson City and obtained my Master’s Degree in 
Social Work. After working in Richmond VA with seriously mentally ill adults I moved back to Johnson 
City. I am now retired from Social Work; however, I continue to work at Target.   
 
I was raised Lutheran and have attended many other denominations as 
well.  The happiest I have been in a church though, was Pigeon Forge 
Methodist and, of course, JUMC.  I have never seen so many people 
who like to hug others as much as I do!!!   
 
My son Bryan is 30 and lives in Seattle, Washington.  He is an Assis-
tant Director of one of the locations for Boys and Girls Club of Greater 
Seattle.  I am very proud of him and that embarrasses him.   
 
I love to laugh and help others to laugh, as well.  Encouragement is 
important for everyone and I try to help in that area as much as possi-
ble.  Life is not easy, and we need to support each other as much as we can.”   
 

JUMC welcomes Linda to our church family. ‘A good laugh is sunshine in the house.’ She has added to 

our rays of sunshine! 
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Thank You 
 
A big THANK YOU to Miss Mary Ann and the Youth for baking 100 dozen 
cookies for the Kairos Prison Ministry April 12 to15, at NE Correction 
Complex. Many of the men's lives were changed because of God’s Truth 
being heard.  Every man in prison received one dozen cookies because of 
the great generosity of everyone involved with this project.  I would also 
like to thank my Sunday School Class - Good News - for their prayers and 
financial support. 
 
       Dr Tim Morganstern 

 

JAMA Volunteer Luncheon   

 

There will be a Volunteer Appreciation Luncheon on 

Tuesday, May 29, at JUMC, for all those who work at 

the Food Pantry. Please let Pastor Karen know if you 

can attend. 

 
 

 

CYB Group 

 Calling all senior members!  CYB will NOT be meeting on our regular 4th 
Thursday of the month, since it’s the beginning of the Memorial Day weekend.  
We will meet on Thursday, May 17, at 11 am, in the church parking lot to 

take the bus to the Riverfront Restaurant in Kingsport. 

 We also have a change of date for June.  We will have a catered lunch-
eon immediately following the late worship service on Sunday, June 3, at the 
Good News Fellowship hall.  Those having reservations for the play, Welcome to 
Mitford, will go to the JRT as a group following the lunch. 
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Church Council Highlights 
 
The Church Council met on Sunday, March 25.  Here are some highlights: 
 Trustees are working on a greens and grounds committee to work on the dead 

bushes and do some new planting.  See Madelyn Rohrer if you’d be willing to loan 

your green thumb and give of your time. 

 A motion was made to start a Safety Team for the Church 

 Finance is working hard to pay off the 2nd Avenue Church property.  We need 

~$15,000 extra to pay it off by the end of the year. 
 Treasurer reported all was well 
 The Historical Committee met to start planning for our 200th Anniversary Celebra-

tion in 2022. 

 Children’s Ministry rejoiced in 26 going to RezKidz – a praise and worship event 

held in Sevierville, and look forward to many upcoming activities. 

 Youth have been busy with multiple activities like cooking for special friends, the 30 

hour famine, and making 100 dozen Cookies for the Kairos Prison ministry. 

 

Ponderings from the JUMC Marriage Ministry 
 

“-“ 

Did you catch the title? 
 

I don’t normally use quotation marks in my titles but I thought if I didn’t, you’d miss 
the title altogether. Yes, the title is “-“. It’s a hyphen. It’s the in-between, not the 

“you” or the “me”; it’s what connects the you and the me  . . . the relationship. 
 

In the committed relationship, there is the man, the woman, and there is the rela-
tionship. Do we really recognize the relationship as a distinct entity, one that needs 

energy, nurturing, time and attention to thrive? What if we understood that the rela-

tionship is equally as powerful as the man and the woman in the relationship? What 
if we understood that it is equally plausible that not only do the man and the woman 

have a relationship, but the relationship has the man and the woman? I’m not really 
trying to establish which came first, the chicken or the egg. I’m just exploring this 

living breathing entity that we all know as the relationship. It’s just that we never 
saw it that way before. 

 

As we continue to explore our personal development, it is self-evident that this oc-
curs in and through a committed relationship. Sure, men and women in committed 

relationships need to focus on themselves and their spouses, but my main message 
is that we have to be aware of and focus on the third part of the couple, the relation-

ship. 
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BOOKS!  BOOKS!  BOOKS!   

Do you have books sitting around your house you are ready for 
someone else to read?  The UMW - Sarah Mayes Circle - is col-
lecting books of all kinds for a project to help the kids of Washing-
ton County. Now, don't worry if your books are not for kids be-
cause we are partnering with Mt. Wesley UMC, which will take any 
non-kid friendly books to Dr. McKay's and trade them in for kid-

friendly books.  

There will be boxes available in the narthex and in the fellowship 
hall for you to drop off your books. Let's help the kids in our com-

munity learn to read better by providing them with books. 

 

JOTS FROM JANE 

Recently, I was thumbing through the magazine healthafter50 and saw the article 
"Take a Stand Against Sitting." I was intrigued when it said we need to move more of-
ten to fend off "sitting disease."  Oh my! Does this mean I will have to add that to my 
diagnoses list? 

Here’s what they recommend:  just two minutes of casual walking around the room or 
your home each hour might help prolong your life. 

A 2015 study in Australia found that people who sat for more than eight hours a day 
were less likely to report excellent overall health and quality of life than those who sat 
fewer than four hours. The same Australian researchers found that physical activity 
levels were strongly linked to good health, but longer idle time modestly reduced bene-
fits at all activity levels. 

Overweight, sedentary diabetic adults can improve their glycemic control by interrupt-
ing long periods of sitting with easy walking or performing simple resistant activities. 
"Prolonged periods of sitting -- regardless of any daily exercise regimen -- may reap 
serious harm to your health." 

These days, a lot of us spend a great amount of time in front of the TV and on com-
puters.  We (including myself) need to get up and move more often!  Let's take a stand 
against sitting! 

1Corinthians 10:31  So, whether you eat or drink,  
or whatever you do, do all to the Glory of God 
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JAMA Item for 

MAY 
 

Detergents & 
Household Cleaners 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Please give generously 
to  

Jonesborough Area  
Ministerial Association.  

 

MAY MISSION 
 FAMILY PROMISE  

 
     There are many helping agencies in our community 
but none are equipped to keep homeless families to-
gether. Family Promise is able to achieve this only with 
the help of almost 50 area churches working together to 
house and feed families in their buildings. These 
churches provide a safe environment where families can 
rest and be fed.  
 
     Your donations support the ministry and ensure that 
the families get what they need to be successful, includ-
ing job training, budgeting, parenting and more. Nearly 
80% of the families in the program go on to long-term, 
independent housing.  
 
     Thank you for your continued support of this life- 
changing ministry and please be in prayer for our volun-
teers as we open the doors of our church to host begin-
ning May 13.  


