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MAY MISSION EMPHASIS
BACKPACKS AND BIBLES FOR LIBERIAN STUDENTS
Johnson City District’s goal for this year’s Conference Hands-On project
is to provide 400 backpacks for Methodist work in our schools in Liberia.
While dealing with the after-effects of civil war, Liberia, a country where
85% of the population lives on less than $1.25 a day, has also seen more than
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its fair share of epidemics. The literacy rate is about 60%. Tuition in private
Scripture
schools is beyond the reach of many, while the public schools are hampered
National Day of Prayer by lack of funds, supplies, and qualified teachers. The United Methodist
Note from JAMA
Church plays an important role in educating Liberian children, with 18 high
schools, 22 junior highs, and 16 elementary schools. Tuition charges are low,
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and even then sometimes cannot be paid. Many of these schools struggle to
Church Family News
Vacation Bible School pay teachers and buy supplies. That is why your gift of these school supplies is
so important.
Like Us on Facebook
Our church has set a goal of providing 50 backpacks. Backpacks have
been
donated and Bibles will be purchased in bulk to add to the completed
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packs.
A list of the needed items will be inside, and if you feel able to comSisters of Faith plete one, pick it up in the narthex and return the filled pack to the Open
Thanks
Czech Mission Sunday Door Classroom by May 27. We will check them and send them to the Conference office by June 7. Please remember as you pick up the backpacks:
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they will already have a Bible ready to be put inside. It costs $5 to mail each
CYB Group
pack, so if you can put a check marked for that in the offering for your
pack, we will send one check to the conference.
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Here is a list of the remaining needed items:
1 ruler, 12 inch
P7 Pictures from Easter
1 compass/protractor set for geometry
Egg Hunts and Easter
1 pack pens, blue or black, (10-12 count)
Sunday Worship
3 spiral notebooks (70 pages)
1 pack pencils (10-12 count)
P8 JAMA Item
*1 pack of erasers
*2 pencil sharpeners
(*Novelty packs with pencils, erasers, and sharpeners are acceptable.)
Customs regulations require we check each pack for extra items and
remove them. It does not help to add extra things!!!!
Meanwhile, during May, please help defray the cost of Bibles and mailing
by placing a check in the offering plate designated “Conference Hands-On
Mission.”

MAY, 2017
HIGHLIGHTS
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Save the Date
May 4 National Day of
Prayer, Central Christian
Church, 12 noon
May 21 Czech Republic
Speaker

NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER: On May 4, we are all invited to gather at Central Christian Church at 12 noon for a
time of prayer. This is a change from past years when we
have met on the courthouse steps. We hope you will join us
as we pray for JAMA, those whom it serves, our community,
our nation, and our world.

A Note . . .
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
We, the pastors of the Jonesborough Area Ministerial Association (JAMA), have entered a season of much-needed discernment. At
our April meeting, we acknowledged diminishing energy in our meetings and a growing sense of distance among the pastors. We have two
things we must share with you.
The first thing is to confess that we have lost focus on our prinFrom the Common
cipal mission, namely to promote and oversee the JAMA Food Pantry.
English Bible:
We are deeply grateful that our lack of attention to the food pantry has
not in any way resulted in diminished service to hungry people in our
"Children, stay one in
area. The reason for that is the fact that Elmer Gillespie and all the
your hearts with Christ. dedicated volunteers have continued their faithful commitment. We
When He returns, we
humbly thank you for keeping our shared mission vital. As a symbol of
will have confidence
our desire to reconnect with our identity, JAMA will hold its May
and won't have to hide
meeting at the pantry.
in shame. You know
The second thing is to confess that as pastors, we seem to have
that Christ always does
right and that everyone lost our spiritual connections with each other. Our prayer is that, with
who does right is a child God’s help, we will begin to renew the relationships which have encouraged us, comforted us, challenged us, and given us great joy.
of God."
One consequence of our soul-searching is that we realize that,
1 John 2: 28,29
as a body, we are not spiritually prepared to lead this wonderful community in its usual worship services in May. Indeed, to do so now
would feel inauthentic to some of us. We will certainly be considering
other times and ways to gather Jonesborough churches in worship. But
this year, your pastors ask for your understanding and patience. We
love you all too much not to lead you in worship of God without our
own hearts being in the right place.
May God bless each of you, and all of us together so that we
might be united in mission and praise.
In Christ’s Service,
Your JAMA Pastors
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CHURCH FAMILY NEWS

Looking Ahead
June 3-10 Youth Mission Trip
June 11-14 Annual Conference
June 19-22 Vacation
Bible School

Caitlin Hensley, daughter of Todd and Dena Hensley, will be
graduating from UT Knoxville on May 11, 2017, with a B.S. degree in mechanical engineering. She will be doing graduate
work at Penn State beginning this summer.
Roanin Buchanan recently participated in the Upper East Tennessee Science Fair at ETSU. He is a 5th grader at Jonesborough Middle School and was a winner in his class. Congratulations!

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
Monday through Thursday
June 19-22, 2017
5:30-8 pm
“Maker Fun Factory”
Created by God – Built for a Purpose
Nursery – Grade 6
Light meal served each night at 5:30 pm
Bible Stories – Crafts
Science Projects – Recreation
Snacks – Fun – Fellowship
Mission Emphasis: Food Drive

Please LIKE our Facebook page at
Jonesborough United Methodist
Church! If you've already "liked" us,
please share our posts with friends.
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Diane’s Closet Clothing Giveaway
Our spring giveaway will be held Saturday, May 20, from 10 am to 2 pm, at the Good
News Fellowship Hall. Collection hours are:
Wednesday, May 17, 2:30 pm – 7:30 pm
Thursday, May 18, 10 am -5 pm
Friday, May 19, 10 am – 5 pm
We will be giving away clothes for spring and summer, so
please check your closets for any gently used clothing you
can give to others.
We can always use volunteers for collection days and with
the giveaway.

With Heartfelt Thanks,
JUMC Sister's of Faith wish to thank everyone in our church, our community and friends in Pennsylvania, Maryland and Florida for helping us make the
craft bazaar a tremendous success. Many of you donated baked goods and items
for our silent auction. and we also received monetary donations.
Also, thank you to our vendors and our special volunteers. Without all of
you, the bazaar could not have taken place. Please know that all monies raised
will be used very wisely in our community.
Czech Mission Sunday
As many of you know, the Johnson City District (of which we are a part) has an
ongoing partnership with the Czech Republic. We have sent mission teams from
the Johnson City District, including some from JUMC; monetary support through
our annual $1,200 pledge along with special offerings; and ministers from the
Holston Conference to share the Good News of Jesus Christ.
On May 21, Deban Yeomans-Barton, a brand new member to our congregation,
will share her experience as a part of a Czech Mission Team. We will take a special offering that day to support our mission in the Czech Republic and Deban
will be available after the services to share with you how you can become a part
of one of the mission teams going this summer.
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Jots from Jane . . .
Many people have asked me what a parish nurse is or does,
even some of the nurses I've seen during recent hospital visits. And it’s a good question, one I've asked myself as well. What
I’ve learned, through training and experience, is that parish nurses provide support for
the health and well-being of parishioners and neighbors.
I will be working closely with the church staff to meet all your health needs physical, mental and spiritual. I will be available to assist if you need someone to go
with you to doctor's visits and to help you understand your diagnosis. I will be making
hospital, rehab, and nursing home visits, and the shut-ins will be an important part of
my ministry, as well.
Please let us know when you have health needs that I can help you with. I now
have lots of information about resources that may be helpful to you and your loved
ones. If you are admitted to the hospital and are asked if you have a parish nurse,
please tell them yes.
Jane Turner, Parish Nurse
My help comes from the Lord who made heaven and earth. Psalms 121:2

CYB Group Activities
The Count Your Blessings Group would love to have you join our group!
May Activities
May 11 10am Hiking/Walking/Strolling group – meet at Persimmon Ridge Park
May 11 11am Lunch at the Pancake House – meet at the church for a ride
May 25
May 25

10am Hiking/Walking/Strolling group – meet at Persimmon Ridge Park
11:30 am Lunch at Blackthorn at the Ridges

If you would like to join our CYB group and enjoy South Pacific at the Jonesborough Repertory Theatre, June 24 at 2 pm,
call Carolyn Tomko at 773-7886 by May 8. Tickets are
$12.00 each
Ellen Snodgrass 753-8521
Carolyn Tomko 773-7886
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Highlights from Children’s Sunday
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Easter Fun!
The children’s Easter egg hunt was held Saturday, April 1 at the home of Rachel &
Wesley Squibb. Not only did the kids enjoy hunting candy-filled eggs, there were lots
of games, a story read by Pastor Karen and yummy refreshments. It was a little cool,
but everybody bundled up and had a great time. A big “thank you” goes to all those
who donated candy for the eggs. Another “thank you” to the Squibb family for hosting
this fun event!

Thanks to Kim & Randy Sexton for hosting
the Youth Easter Egg Hunt! A great time
was had by all!

Christ the Lord
Is Risen Indeed!

8

JAMA Item for
MAY
Detergents and
Household Cleaners

Please give generously
to
Jonesborough Area
Ministerial Association.

Jonesborough United Methodist Church
PO Box 115, Jonesborough, TN 37659

