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Welcome to 2018 

 
It seems so strange to say that.  I think back to the year 2000 
when “the world was going to end” and I marvel that I am wel-
coming us to 2018. 
 
The beginning of a New Year is often filled with changes – 
New Year’s Resolutions – to live better, eat better, exercise 
more, pray more, etc.  It also comes with new Church Officers, 
so I want to take this time to thank everyone who has served 
on our Church Council, as a Committee Chair and/or on a 
Committee.  We could not do it without you! 
 
To those of you who are “rotating off” this year, we thank you 
for your wonderful work and all the time and expertise you’ve 
given.  For those of you who are becoming new “chairs,” we 
thank you for being willing to lead your committee.  And for 
those of you joining a committee this year, we also thank you 
because your hard work and dedication are so needed.   
 
We are blessed by so many wonderful workers in our church.  
If you are not serving on a Team but would like to join one, 
please let Pastor Karen know – there is always room for one 
more. 
 
Thank you all! 

     Pastor Karen 

 
Isaiah 40:31 New International Version (NIV) 
 
31 ...but those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength. 
     They will soar on wings like eagles;  
     they will run and not grow weary; 
     they will walk and not be faint. 
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Save the Date 

 
Jan 19-21 Resurrec-
tion youth event 
 
Jan 28 Church Council 
Meeting 
 

Dear JUMC congregation: 

My family and I would like to thank all of you for your 

kindness and generosity this Christmas season.  Your 

outpouring of love means more than we can possibly 

say.  We love you all dearly and wish you a fabulous 

New Year.  May we do great work in the name of the 

Lord this New Year! 

     Pastor Karen 

 

Church Family News 

     On Sunday, December 24, 2017, we baptized Julia Margaret 
Fritz, daughter of Mike and Elizabeth Fritz, and baby sister to 
Samantha. 

Youth News 
 

Greetings from the youth!  What a great year we had in 2017!   

 

As I look back on 2017, I want to share some of the ways the 

youth blessed others.  We fed our special friends, helped with 

Family Promise, did a mission trip to South Carolina, helped 

Coalition for Kids and Haven of Mercy, and gave our Confer-

ence youth asking.  We also put together packages for disaster 

victims, participated in the 30-hour Famine for World Vision, 

tithed to our church, and more.  I’m so proud of these youth.  

They are a real blessing to be with. 

 

May God bless each one of us as we go into the New Year.  

Please keep our group in your prayers as we attend Resurrec-

tion this year, January 19-21.  Our verse is Philippians 1:6 

with the theme “Work in Progress!” 

 

    Happy New Year, 

    Miss Mary Ann 
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Looking Ahead 
 
 
 
Feb 10-11 Rez Kidz kid 
event 
 
Feb 11-18 Host Family 
Promise 
 
Feb 14 Ash Wednesday 
 
 
 

 Wednesday Night Light begins . . . 

 

     Wednesday Night Light will start again on Wednesday, Janu-

ary 10,  and go all the way through April 25 with two breaks – 

one for Family Promise during the week of Valentine’s Day, and 

one for Holy Week at the end of March.   

     We will have Adventure Kids which will include new games, 

our new puppet ministry and a praise band opportunity. 

     Our Youth will gather to eat at 5:30 pm and then head out 

with Mary Ann. 

     And for our Adults we will begin with one class together in 

January which will be a Converge Bible Study. 

     Please plan to join us for excellent food, wonderful fellowship 

and a time for learning more about our Savior together. 

 

Busy Hands with a Purpose 
 
In 2017, over 200 items were made and donated to Niswonger's 
Children’s Hospital, the VA,  Four Oaks, Governor's Bend, Ha-
ven of Mercy and Family Promise. Our projects included: 

Isolette covers (sew) 

Blankets (sew, knit or crochet) 

IV Pole covers (sew) 

Neck pillows (sew) 

Pillowcases (sew) 

Hats (knit, crochet, loom) 

Twiddle muffs (knit, crochet, loom) 

Walker bags (knit, crochet, loom) 
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 REZ KIDZ 2018! 
 

 Mark your calendars for Rez Kidz 2018 now!  It will be held February 10-11, 2018, at 
the Connexion in Sevierville, TN.  Registration is available both online and by mail.  
 This year’s theme is “Jesus is My Jam.”  The focus will be Colossians 3:16, which 
reads: “Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in all 
wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to 
God.” 
 Entertainment will include: Seeds Family Worship, Tim & Amanda Cowles, Beth  Guck-
enberger and Kid Blitz Live.  Motel suggestions are listed online and on the registration form.  
Visit the website www.rezkidz.com for more information.  Copies of the registration form will be 
on both the upstairs and downstairs bulletin boards.  This is a high-energy, fun-filled family 
weekend.  We hope several will be able to attend! 

WELCOME OUR NEW MEMBER . . . 
 
Our newest Jonesborough United Methodist Church member is Starlene Casey. Originally 

from Johnson City,  Starlene graduated from Science Hill High School in 1980 (go Toppers!) 
and ETSU in 1984 (go Bucs!). Starlene moved to Gwinnett County, Georgia in 1986 and lived 
there for 30 years before returning to Telford in 2016 to be near her family.   
 
She has worked for Plumbing Distributors, Inc. for 25 years, holding many managerial posi-
tions. She is currently working as a Corporate Operations Specialist. The company has 
branches in Georgia, Nashville and Spartanburg. She travels approximately every 6 weeks but 
mostly works from home. Starlene also has an online store on Etsy, 
www.starlenedesigns.etsy.com,  and loves craft-
ing and sewing. She also loves to cook and bake. 
 
Her son, Daniel, and his new bride, Jessica, 
(married in September) live next door. Her Mom, 
Ann Wooden, and great niece, Sadie, live very 
close. Starlene enjoys getting to spend a lot of 
time with her family. 
 
A big JUMC welcome to Starlene. We’re happy to 
have you join our church family! 

 

Ponderings from the JUMC Marriage Ministry 

 
Communication in Relationships:  Why do we communicate? What is the purpose of 
our communication in our marriages, in our relationships? To get our point across? 

To change someone else’s mind? To convince the other person that we are right? 

 
The best, the most important reason for communication in relationships is to listen. 

When we start communication with the intent of listening rather than with the intent 
of talking, the communication changes, the relationship changes. Let’s wake up 

every day with the intent of listening. 

http://www.starlenedesigns.etsy.com
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LIBRARY NEWS 

The following books have been placed in the library: 

Favorite Bible Passages by Brady B. Whitehead, Jr. The author is a professor of 

religion and former chaplain of Lambeth College in Jackson, TN. 

One Heartbeat Away-Your Journey into Eternity by Mark 

Cahill 

Make Me a Miracle by Charles Tazewell, given by Leigh 

Ann Rowe 

Am I Going to Heaven? Covenant House 

 

Evangelism and the Christmas Parade  
   
Despite the cold weather, the beautiful Christmas parade came down 

Main Street on December 9, with lots of viewers on the side lines.  Your 

Evangelism Committee, braving the low temperatures, gave out over 250 

free Gingerbread Cookies along with God’s love to those surrounding the 

church.  What a blessing! 

 

 

Thank You . . . 
 
     . . . to our Church Family, for your support of the Appalachian Christmas evening 
of fun and fellowship.  Because of your generosity, we raised more than $1,700 for 
Habitat for Humanity.  We love and appreciate all of you. 
 

     The Jonesborough Novelty Band, the McChoir Sisters,  
and the Youth of JUMC 

 



 6 

 
GUATEMALA MISSION TRIP 

  
 
     The team arrived safely home from Chichicastenango, Guatemala last Thursday, 
December 14. What a blessing we received as we shared God’s love with the children 
of the orphanage and local church members. We sang and worshiped together, and 
even though the language barrier was real, the same God of the universe was the re-
cipient of our praise. What an experience!!  
 
     Thank you for your generous donations of sneakers and socks - we distributed over 
380 pairs to the children. The expressions on the faces of the orphans were heart-
wrenching, and yet joyful. Their needs were met, and our hearts were blessed.  Also, 
thank you for your monetary gifts. The money was used to make needed repairs at the 
orphanage; leaking roofs were patched, inside ceilings repaired, plumbing issues were 
fixed, and bathrooms received cosmetic overhauls.  
 
     Thank you, Church Family!! You have made a lasting and eternal difference in the 
lives of these people. God bless you, and thanks again!  
 
      In His service, 
      Billy Joe and Beebo Russell  
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JOTS FROM JANE 
      Almost every day we hear that someone we know has been diagnosed with diabetes. In my 

interactions with people, I, too, ask the question, “Are you diabetic?” Now the statistics tell us 

that 84 million American adults have pre-diabetes and 9 out of 10 people with pre-diabetes 

don’t know they have it. One in 3 adults has pre-diabetes, and 1 in 2 are age 65+. (I’m sorry to 

say that I fall into that last category.) 

     Pre-diabetes is a reversible condition. The American Medical Association and the Centers 

for Disease Control and Prevention have created a toolkit that healthcare teams can use as a 

guide to screen, test and take action today by referring patients to in-person or online diabetes 

prevention programs.  

     After this season of eating and enjoying lots of goodies, I hope you will join me in resolving 

in 2018 to eat better, healthier and hopefully not to go from pre-diabetes to being a diabetic.  

 

II Corinthians 1:3-4  What a wonderful God we have - He is the Father of  

our Lord Jesus Christ, the source of every mercy.  

 

  Parish Nurse Jane 

     Operation Christmas Child 
 
Members of the Upward Bound Sunday School 
class recently went to volunteer at the Operation 
Christmas Child Processing Center in Boone, 
NC. Before the shoeboxes can be sent to chil-
dren around the world, each one has to be care-
fully inspected and made ready for overseas 
shipment. This particular day all shoeboxes pre-
pared were going to Tanzania.  
 
Over 80,000 volunteers serve annually at the 8 
processing centers across the United States. These small gifts bring hope and joy to 
children and spread the Gospel in nations where people need to hear about the love of 
Jesus Christ. This was a great way to start off the holiday season! 
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CHRISTMAS HAPPENINGS 

From the Children’s Program . . . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And from Appalachian Christmas . . . 
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More Christmas Happenings  
 

Putting up the tree . . . 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From the Christmas Cantata Party 
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Jonesborough United Methodist Church 
PO Box 115, Jonesborough, TN 37659 

 
JAMA Item for 

JANUARY 
 

FLOUR, SUGAR  
& CORNMEAL 

 

Please give generously 
to  

Jonesborough Area  
Ministerial Association.  

 
JANUARY MISSION 

JAMA FOOD PANTRY 
 

The Jonesborough Area Ministerial Association (JAMA) 
Food Pantry is located in the Elmer Gillespie building 
(old Senior Center) on Persimmon Ridge Road.  It is 
open each Thursday from 9 am until 12 noon.   
 
JUMC has charge of the pantry the first Thursday, with 
other churches covering the remaining Thursdays. The 
food from JUMC is collected and stocked the first Mon-
day or Tuesday of each month. This supplemental food 
program is available to those in need who meet the fi-
nancial guidelines, have a Jonesborough address, and 
pass the charity check computer program. 
 
The need is ever-increasing, with greater numbers of re-
cipients each month; therefore, it is imperative that our 
church members continue to donate generously.  Con-
tainers are available in various locations throughout the 
church for you to leave your donations. 


