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HAPPY BIRTHDAY JESUS! 

 

The children’s Christmas program will be full of Bible 

story narrations, songs and bells, as well as something 

new this year — rhythmic ribbon streamers.  All ages will 

be participating from a real baby Jesus to youth and 

adults! 

 

Some of the songs include:  “Away in a Manger,” “Silent 

Night,” and “Go tell It on the Mountain,” and there will be 

a special presentation of “The Little Drummer Boy” com-

plete with drums.  The children will also be singing some 

new songs. 

 

Be sure to mark your calendar for Sunday, December 9, 

10:45 am service.  Our children and this service will put 

a smile on your face! 

 

Luke 2:10-14 Common English Bible (CEB) 

10 The angel said, “Don’t be afraid! Look! I bring good news to 

you—wonderful, joyous news for all people. 11 Your savior is 

born today in David’s city. He is Christ the Lord. 12 This is a 

sign for you: you will find a newborn baby wrapped snugly and 

lying in a manger.”13 Suddenly a great assembly of the heav-

enly forces was with the angel praising God. They 

said, 14 “Glory to God in heaven, and on earth peace among 

those whom he favors.” 
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SAVE THE DATE 
 
Dec 8  Parsonage 

Open House 1-4 pm 
 
Dec 9  Children’s Pro-
gram 
 
Dec 9  Appalachian 

Christmas 
 
Dec 16  Christmas 
Cantata 
 
Dec 16-23  Family 

Promise 
 
Dec 24  Christmas Eve 
services at 5 and 8 pm 
 
Dec 30  Combined 

Worship Service 
 
 
 

 

 

Our thanks and prayers go out to all 

our military veterans and their fami-

lies.  Your service and sacrifice are 

greatly appreciated. 

 

 
Barnard Davis (US Army) - Susan Miller’s nephew 

Caleb Wade (US Army) - Rupe & Ella Billions’ grandson 

Cody Hallberg (US Air Force) - Lee & Nancy Hallberg’s grandson 

Todd White - (US Army) - Doug & Donna Barnes Bennett’s son-in-law 

Mickey Teasner (US Navy) 

Lauren Bennett (US Army Reserve) 

Greg Bull  (US Marines) - Don & Barbara Bull’s grandson 

Jake DeMatteo  (Army)  

Steven David Hunt (US Army Reserve) 

Brian Ehlschlager (US Army) 

Shawn Allison (US Marines) 

Eric Bull (US Air Force Reserve) - Don & Barbara Bull’s grandson 

Cheyenne Pandar (US Marines) 

Jon Cochran (U.S. Ranger) - Billy & Gail Lewis’ cousin 

Adam Daffron (US Marines) - Wiley & Gail Daffron’s nephew 

Michael Fritz (US Army) - Mary Ann Clark’s son-in-law 

 

EVANGELISM COMMITTEE 
 
     The Evangelism Committee will be collecting individually 
wrapped chocolate Santa’s to hand out during the Christmas 
Parade in December.  Please put your chocolate Santa’s by 
the little tree in the Fellowship Hall. 
      
     Please plan to come help us hand out this sweet treat 
before the Jonesborough Christmas Parade on Saturday, 
December 8. The parade starts at 6 pm; we plan to start handing out 
the candy at 5 pm. If you have any questions about this project, please 
call or text Sarah Babb at (423) 361-4177. 
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SARAH MAYES CIRCLE 

The Sarah Mayes Circle will be having their 

Christmas party at the home of Charlene 

Cleveland on Tuesday, December 11.   

The Church bus will leave the church park-

ing lot at 11:30 am.  

 
FINANCE COMMITTEE REQUEST 

 
For the last several years, the finance committee has asked our 
congregation for a 13th month of giving in order to meet many of 
our obligations.  Praise the Lord, this year we are in the black! 
However, there are several projects in the pipeline that will re-
quire funding in the future.   
 
We are asking that our congregation continue their 13th month 
of giving this year, so that our future ministries will have a great 
beginning. 
     Thank You, 
    The Finance Committee 

 
 
 
LOOKING AHEAD 

 
 
Jan 25-27 Resurrection 
 
Jan 28 Church Council 

PARSONAGE OPEN HOUSE 

Join Pastor Karen and family at the Par-

sonage for a Christmas Open House on 

Saturday, December 8, from 1 – 4 pm.  

There will be all kinds of good food, a 

warm home filled with Christmas decora-

tions and lots of wonderful fellowship.   

Note:  We do have cats just in case anyone is allergic and 

we will be putting them downstairs.  The parsonage address 

is:  1016 Allison Drive  Jonesborough.  Come and see us!   

Merry Christmas 
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A GREAT BIG THANK YOU!!! 

 
After more years then they can count, Mike and Ginny Dickson, along with 

George and Debi Myers, are “taking a break” from the Trustee Committee.  They 

have served faithfully and done so much in the way of upkeep and renovations at 

the church and, while it would be foolish for me to even begin to name all the 

things they’ve done (I would miss too many of them because the list is so long), I 

encourage you to check out their latest project, our Prayer Room.  Any of you 

who have served as Prayer Warriors know how cold that room is.  Mike and 

George, along with fabulous spousal help, reframed the room, put in insulation, 

covered it with drywall and painted the room to make it look amazing.   

 

Thank you Mike!  Thank you George!  Thank you Ginny!  And thank you Debi!  

We are so appreciative of all your hard work.  And, don’t worry, we won’t let you 

take too long a break before asking you back.  We love you! 

Pastor Karen and JUMC 

 
Count Your Blessings Group 

 
 Although our CYB group had decided not to meet in December, several still 
expressed a desire to get together for lunch.  So, for ALL those who wish to join us, 
Larry and Sharon Moore will be having lunch at noon on December 13, at Café Lola in 
Johnson City.    
 
 We want to wish everyone a happy and blessed Christmas! 

 

CONFIRMATION CLASS SCHEDULE FOR JANUARY 

 

January 6 — Confirmation Class 5 – 6 pm 

January 13 — Confirmation Class 5 – 6 pm 

January 20 — Confirmation Class 5 – 6 pm 

January 25 – 27 – RESURRECTION WEEKEND in Pigeon Forge.  We will 

leave Friday late afternoon and spend the weekend with 10,000 other youth prais-

ing and worshiping God. 
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RED DOOR/LITTLE CHURCH STRATEGY TEAM UPDATE 

 
As you know, a group started meeting in July of this year to talk about 

ministry potential for the, as we like to call it “Red Door” (also known as 

the Little Church or 2nd Avenue Baptist Church).   

In August, we shared our thoughts and ideas with you through Sunday 

school classes and worship.  In September, we opened the church up after 

worship so that people could go inside and see the space.  In October and 

November, we met with a trained strategic planner to help us put our 

ideas and thoughts in order so we can begin using that building for minis-

try.   

And now, on January 20, we will start to present some of our ideas to the Church Council.  

Everyone and anyone is welcome to attend that meeting and we still welcome thoughts and 

ideas from you about how we can use that building to help our community and share the love 

of Jesus Christ. 

 
JOTS FROM JANE 

It happens a lot this time of year.  A case of SAD.  The Mayo Clinic says, “Seasonal Affec-

tive Disorder is a form of depression that is related to changes in the seasons – SAD be-

gins and ends at about the same time every year. If you are like most people with SAD, 

your symptoms start in the fall and continue into the winter months, sapping your energy 

and making you feel moody.  Less often, SAD causes depression in the spring or early 

summer.” 

     I had not heard of SAD until a family member told me she was suffering from the symp-

toms.  Then a close friend shared the same thing.  

     Of course the cause remains unknown, but some studies show that a reduction of sunlight in 

the fall and winter may bring it on, because a decrease in sunlight may disrupt your body’s in-

ternal clock.  Serotonin levels dropping because of reduced sunlight may also be a 

cause.  Lastly, season changes can disrupt the balance of the body’s melatonin level, which 

plays a role in sleep patterns and mood. 

     We all have days that we feel down, but if you feel down for days and can’t get motivated to 

do the things you normally enjoy doing, its time to call your health care provider. 

     Let’s continue to remember to take care of the widows, the orphans and the poor as the Bi-

ble tells us to.  Call or send cards to the shut-ins and the sick.  Brighten someone’s day with a 

smile.  Praise God for his blessings by sharing with others. 

     Wishing you a Christmas filled with joy as we celebrate our Savior’s birth. 

 

Luke 2:14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace  

to those on whom his favor rests.”  NIV 
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Greetings from Your Youth: 
 
     Happy after-Thanksgiving greetings. There is so much to be thankful for that you can’t do it 
in one day.  Your youth have been busy this past November and it will be a full December, too.   
     Here are some of the things we did in November: breakfast early on a cool and wet Satur-
day morning, singing with the “Older Youth Choir,” and cooking and delivering meals to 
“special friends.” What a joy they bring to so many folks! 
     December will find us busy, also. We’ll start with shopping for angels on December 2; on 
December 9 we cook for Appalachian Christmas; on December 16 we cook for Family Prom-
ise; and on December 23 we have our Christmas party. Watch the bulletin for all times. 
     Resurrection is January 25-27. I have to know yes or no by December 9, since there are 
only 25 spots available. The cost is $40.  
     May you be blessed this Christmas season. 
 
      Blessings, 
      Miss Mary Ann 
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The Tasks of Marriage 

Building the Marital Identity: Togetherness vs. Autonomy 
 

The new connectedness needs to represent a “we-ness” in place of two separate “I’s”. 
There is the man, there is the woman and there is the relationship (the we-ness). This 
we-ness gives the marriage stability in the face of life’s frustrations. This we-ness does 
not just happen. It is built on a solid foundation of love and empathy and represents a 
major advance from adolescence to adulthood. Both the man and the woman identify 
with each other and with the marriage/relationship. One could even view the relation-
ship as the first child that the couple produces together. What is right and what is 
wrong or what is fair and what is not is no longer based on what is best for oneself. 
Decisions are based on what is best for the man, the woman and the relationship. 
 
The expansion in empathy, the increased capacity for intimacy and the special friend-
ship that a marriage can provide are cited by many couples as the core of their rela-
tionship. Intimacy and love in a marriage are rooted in love, willing self-disclosure and 
the ability to listen to the one you love, really listen. The important development step of 
achieving intimacy is often more difficult for the men. I am not referring to love, but to 
intimacy, which requires allowing access to a host of feelings. This very difficult task 
requires men to free themselves of the deep psychological effect of early socialization 
that caused us to bury our feelings in the first place. In order to become whole again 
and meet our spouse’s needs, this may be one of the most difficult tasks ahead of us. 
Men can only achieve this level of intimacy, this level of communication, with the per-
sistent requests and encouragement of their wives. 
 
The most striking attribute of happily married individuals is not just that they had 
learned the life story of their partners, but that they kept it in mind as information to be 
put to use in daily interaction; yes, in daily interaction. Do you know your spouse well 
enough that you use that information every minute of the day? Do you know their 
needs? 
 
Finally, establishing the relationship, the third part of the couple, goes hand-in-hand 
with maintaining autonomy. It’s a delicate balance that needs the attention of both 
spouses as you maintain the connection while giving each spouse the room to grow to 
their original wholeness. 
 
Starting in January 2019 our Marriage Enrichment Ministry Articles will be lo-
cated on the website instead of in the newsletter in an effort to reach more peo-
ple. 
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December Mission   
 

A Christmas Gift for Jubilee Project in Hancock County 
 
For the last few Christmases, you have been invited to share with Jubilee Project.  You 
will remember that Jubilee Project was begun when Holston Conference of the UMC 
recognized that very close to us, nestled in between the Clinch and Powell Mountains 
in Hancock County, Tennessee, was an area of beautiful landscape with an often un-
seen and persistent level of poverty.  This county is one of the poorest in the nation.  
In 1991, the United Methodist Church established Jubilee Project in Sneedville to ad-
dress this burden on our neighbors across the mountain.  Children and the elderly are 
particularly affected by the isolation and lack of hope poverty of this kind engenders. 
 
Director Linda Stransky visited us last year, and she noted that serving in Sneedville 
has been an eye-opening experience for her.  Her work, she said, “had often been in 
areas of poverty before, but never in such isolation where there are no local resources 
to draw upon for monetary or donation support.”  As she passed our donations of food 
for JAMA in the Narthex, she exclaimed that their food pantry shelves were exhausted 
the previous week. Overwhelmed by her need, we loaded what had been donated into 
her car.  We knew you would gladly replace the food in a short time.  We might liken 
the situation to Good Samaritan trying to do their work without the local community re-
sources.  Without our caring about a community of people far removed from our door-
step, the needs could not be met.  
 
Long time receptionist Heidi Taylor, who has also visited us in past years, sends us 
this invitation: 
 “We at Jubilee Project invite you to partner with us to change lives as we work 
alongside the people of impoverished Appalachia in Hancock County.  Help us to pro-
vide clean, accessible water to families, repair homes and provide handicapped ac-
cessibility, to make them safe and secure, and provide food and hygiene supplies for 
those in need.  Help us provide programming for both youth and women so we can 
encourage them in their walk with Christ, provide support, and empower them to im-
prove their own lives.” 
 
We hope to share pictures from Jubilee in our December 2nd Mission Moment.  Last 
year you responded with great generosity, typical of our church.  There is no “glamour” 
to this mission, but it is exactly the type of work we as Christians are called to do.  
Please mark “Advance 781350” or just the designation “Jubilee Project” on the memo 
line of your check.  Whatever you can give will be greatly appreciated. 
  



Jonesborough United Methodist Church 
PO Box 115, Jonesborough, TN 37659 

 
JAMA Item for 

DECEMBER 
 

Cereal 
 
 

 
 

Please give generously 
to  

Jonesborough Area  
Ministerial Association.  

 

Olde Town Quilters Donate to JAMA 
 
A great big thank you goes out to the Olde Town Quilters 
who sold quilted table runners during the Storytelling 
Festival to raise money for JAMA.  Through their hard 
work, dedication and donation of time and material, they 
raised $2,900 for JAMA.  They presented the check to 
Pastor Karen, who is the president of JAMA, and Bob 
Roberson, the secretary of JAMA and pastor of Central 
Christian.    


