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Combined Worship Service
It is such a blessing that JUMC is a growing, thriving
congregation, but as we all know, growing often comes
with growing pains. One of those pains is “not knowing
everyone.” I hear it a lot and spend a lot of time introducing people by saying “Second service meet First service.”
I’ve even had people tell me they’ve welcomed someone to
the church thinking they were new, only to learn they were
members but they didn’t know it because they attend the
other service.
So . . . what are we going to do about these growing
pains? We are going to try combined worship services and
fellowship opportunities on Fifth Sundays to see if we can
get to know one another better.
Our first opportunity will be on Sunday, December 31.
Starting with fellowship, you are invited to the Fellowship
Hall at 9:30 am for some breakfast treats. We ask you to
bring a breakfast finger food to share and to take the time
to talk to someone you don’t already know.
Then at 10 am we will gather in the sanctuary to worship together as one large congregation. Again, I am going
to encourage you to meet someone new and sit with them
during worship.
As this is a work in progress, I encourage you to please
share your feedback with me so we can make our next
Fifth Sunday Celebration (April 29) even better.
Come, let us worship the Lord together!
Pastor Karen
Jesus said: “It’s who you are and the way you live that count before God.
Your worship must engage your spirit in the pursuit of truth. That’s the
kind of people the Father is out looking for: those who are simply and honestly themselves before Him in their worship. God is sheer being itself—
Spirit. Those who worship Him must do it out of their very being, their
spirits, their true selves, in adoration." ~ John 4:23-24 (The Message)
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Church Family News
Save the Date Our sympathy to Rebecca, Amanda and family on the death of
Dec 3 Children’s Program at 10:45 service
Dec 10 Appalachian
Christmas
Dec 16 Jonesborough
Christmas Church
Stroll
Dec 17 Christmas
Cantata at 10:45 service

Scott Cunningham.

Our sympathy to Kathy and Mark Shelton on the death of Kathy’s
mom, Mary Ethel Lewis.
Congratulations to Joe and Deidra Gaus and the kids on the birth
of their daughter, Endly.

Library News

Dec 24 Christmas Eve The following books have been placed in the library:
services at 5 pm and
1. Six Hours One Friday by Max Lucado (large print with table of con8 pm; no nursery
Dec 28 Choir singing
at Biltmore
Dec 31 Combined
Worship Service

tents and study guide)
2. Tuesday With Morrie: An Old Man, a Young Man, and Life's Greatest Lesson by Mitch Albom
3. Growing Wise in Family Life by Charles R. Swindoll (with table of
contents)
4. No Wonder They Call Him The Savior by
Max Lucado
Also, Leigh Ann Rowe has donated the following books: Josh McDowell’s Youth Devotions
by Bob Hostetler and Family: The Real Measure of Success by Tim and Beverly LaHaye

News from the Choir
You are invited to the Town of Jonesborough
Christmas Stroll on Saturday, December 16. Our
sanctuary will be beautifully decorated and filled
with inspirational music.
11:30 am – 12:45 pm JUMC Chancel Choir
1 – 2 pm String Art Harp Ensemble, Martha Painter (Director & Teacher)
Our choir Christmas Cantata will be Sunday, December 17, at the 10:45 am
service. Our cantata will be the Christmas story told through musical favorites
and special requests with narration written by our very own Pastor Karen.
JUMC Choir will be singing for the Candlelight Christmas Tour at Biltmore on
Thursday, December 28 (5:30 – 9 pm in 30 minute sets)
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OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD
Thank you! You filled, and we do mean FILLED, 52 boxes for Operation Christmas Child. In addition, there were generous donations
for postage and additional purchases through Samaritan’s Purse.
Your boxes were delivered to Boone Trail Baptist Church on Novem-

Looking Ahead ber 13, to begin their journey to some very appreciative children.
Jan 19-21 Resurrection
youth event

Children’s Christmas Program

Jan 28 Church Council
Meeting

The Children’s Christmas program will be held Sunday,
December 3, during the second service. The play, “Footprints in
the Snow,” will be presented. It emphasizes the many ways
Feb 10-11 RezKidz kid
God wants us to walk.
event
Scripture readings and songs will be included in this proFeb 11-18 Host Family
gram. Our puppet team, “Heavens Handful,” will be introduced,
Promise
and they will be singing a Christmas song. Footprints of Faith,
Feb 14 Ash Wednesday the girls dance team, led by Kim Jamerson, will present a beautiful dance to the song “Mary Did you Know.” The toddler group,
led by Laura Johnson, has some special songs that everybody
will enjoy.
This is always a great service. We hope you will plan to
attend.

Thank You
On behalf of the Cunningham and Lewis families, we
would like to thank everyone for the outpouring of love
and support during Scott’s passing. All of the cards,
phone calls, text messages, food and flowers were deeply
appreciated. We are so blessed to have such a loving
church family.

Christmas Eve Services
Join us Sunday, December 24, for our Christmas Eve Carol, Candlelight and Communion Services at both 5 pm and 8 pm. Our services
will be a time to celebrate the newborn King while witnessing to our
faith.
Also, don’t forget that morning – we will have our regular Sunday
morning Worship services at both 8:45 am and 10:45 am.
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December Mission
A Christmas gift for Jubilee Project in Hancock County
Hancock County is a beautiful place, in many ways a place that time forgot.
Tucked in between Clinch and Powell mountains, the landscape is lovely; but often unseen is the persistent and pervasive poverty rivaling any third world country. This county is one of the poorest in the nation. Children and the elderly are
particularly affected by the isolation and lack of hope poverty of this kind engenders. This situation did not happen overnight, and it will not disappear immediately, but the United Methodist Church established Jubilee Project in 1991 to reduce this burden on our neighbors across the mountain. While the needs of poverty are many, the needs addressed by Jubilee Project include lack of safe drinking water, substandard housing, food insecurity, and a lack of opportunities for
development of youth and children. Project Director Linda Stransky addressed
their needs in a recent letter published in their online newsletter. Here are a few
excerpts from that letter:
The other day I was having a conversation with one of the women from a
church that supports us from a distance and it just struck me to thank her for letting us be their “Judea,” a place beyond their local community. The funds they
send empower us to do the “hands on”; without it we wouldn’t be able to function.
Serving here in Sneedville has been a very eye-opening experience for me. I’ve
worked in areas of poverty before, but never in such isolation where there are no
local resources to draw upon for monetary or donation support. We rely on God’s
people “over the mountain,” as we say, for virtually all our support. Without you
who care about a community of people far removed from your doorstep, our ministry wouldn’t exist . . . and we are so grateful for you!
This is a challenging year for us financially as staff has been added and program expanded. I ask you to pray for our ministry and remember us as part of
your “Judea.”
We have invited Linda to spend the night in Jonesborough on December 9
and to present our “Mission Moment” in the December 10 service. Last year,
you responded to an appeal from this mission with great generosity, typical of our
church. There is no “glamour” to this mission, but it is exactly the type of work
we as Christians are called to do. Each person to whom we show God’s love is
important. Thank you for recognizing this, for being willing to listen to the needs
she will bring before us, and for giving generously in this Christmas season.
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PRAYER ROOM WARRIORS NEEDED!
Please read the information below…it is important. Pastor Karen has advised me that
the Prayer Room is not always covered. Old Satan loves it when we forget to pray
and does his best to distract us and make us forget our times we have committed to
be praying for our Church. Please mark your dates on your calendar. If you have a conflict, please change dates with another warrior. May God bless you during your time in
the Prayer Room, Linda

Dear Prayer Room Warriors 2018:
We have lost several of our dedicated PR Warriors and, far more than ever, we
need your help, especially at the first service.
I’d like to thank you for your service throughout this past year. Your faithfulness has been a blessing to many in our congregation, especially in their time of
need. Pastor Karen and others participating in the morning services have come to
rely on the power of our prayers during the both services.
While I have built next year’s schedule based on our warriors from last year,
plus a few folks that have asked me to add their names, I do not want to miss
someone who might be interested.
As you know, this time in the prayer room is very special, most consider it a
wonderful time to spend with the Lord and find peace. Please remember to be in
the Prayer Room by 8:30 am for the first service and again by 10:30 am for the
second service. If you cannot serve in the prayer room on your assigned date,
please get a substitute or switch with someone else. Also, please contact the
Church Secretary at 753-3942 about the change, so the reminder and the correct
name is printed in the church bulletin. If you have to get a substitute on very short
notice please remind them of the times to be in the prayer room for both services.
Other Prayer Room Warriors are very good about switching places with you;
should you have to get a substitute, just give them a call.
I want to thank you again for taking the responsibility of this important service
to our church.
Linda
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APPALACHIAN CHRISTMAS
On Sunday, December 10, at 7 pm, The Jonesborough Novelty Band, along with the McChoir
Sisters, will be a part of the 24th annual “Appalachian Christmas.” It’s a community Christmas
sing-along with lots of singing, laughing, and fellowship.
The youth will be sponsoring a baked potato and
salad bar starting at 5:30 pm. A special offering will
be collected for Habitat For Humanity.
We would like to dedicate this year's “Appalachian
Christmas” to the late Sam Burke whom we dearly
miss. We also would like to thank David Babb for
playing with us this year.
Come and be with us as we celebrate this special time
of the year.

Jots from Jane
Isaiah 9:6 For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his
shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counselor, the Almighty God, the Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace. KJV

Joy to the World is my favorite Christmas carol. I have been known to judge a
Christmas Cantata by whether it contains this carol. ‘Tis the season for joy, fun, fellowship, presents, and food. But most of all, it is to celebrate Jesus’ birth.
Christmas is not always a joyful time for the lost, the grieving, the lonely, and the
hurting. I ask you to reach out with me to those who are in these categories. Sometimes just a call, a card or a visit will be the thing that brings joy to those who are not
celebrating, not only at Christmas but all year through.
I want to make you aware that we do have some medical equipment stored at the
church for anyone to use. Let me know if you are in need of a wheelchair, walker or
other devices. We may have what you need, without having to rent or buy equipment.
I wish for all of you a Blessed Christmas and a Happy New Year! Joy to the World,
the Lord has come!
Jane
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YOUTH NEWS
Church, you have youth you can be proud of! They are a special group of young
people.
December will be a busy month. On December 3, we will shop for angels. They
are wonderful shoppers and get the best deals! We will wrap the presents and I
will take them to the school. This year we are adopting seven angels/students
from Jonesborough Middle School. On December 10, we will serve the meal for
Appalachian Christmas. All money raised goes for Habitat for Humanity. The
cost is a donation. It is a wonderful night of fellowship and worship. Our youth
Christmas party will be December 17.
May each of you have a very Blessed Christmas.
Miss Mary Ann

Baker’s Dozen
Do you remember all the way back to February? I’ve been thinking about
that and honestly, the answer for me is no. I don’t remember how cold it
was. I don’t remember what I ate in February. I can’t think of anything special that happened in February – that just seems so long ago.
So let me remind you. In February, your Finance Committee challenged
you to make 2017 another Baker’s Dozen Year. This means we were asking you to give an extra month’s tithe sometime during the year to help our
budget. Well, here we are, almost at the end of the year, and we sure
could use your Baker’s Dozen tithe. By working together and giving this
“above and beyond gift,” we are confident we can meet our budget completely and accomplish all that God is calling us to do.
Please consider your giving this December and what extra you can give to
God and your church, for your Baker’s Dozen Gift will allow us to be the
church God has called us to be.
Pastor Karen and Finance Committee
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FAMILY PROMISE THANK YOU
Thank you to everyone who helps make Family Promise such a huge success –
there are so many behind the scenes people who work hard for this ministry.
Thank you for food, fellowship, sleeping overnight, making beds, setting up
and tearing down rooms, washing clothes, bringing supplies, offering prayers and
so much more.
Thank you, Kittie and Eddie Stanley, for five years of amazing leadership.
Your love for people and your commitment to this program is an inspiration to us
all. Thank you for helping make this ministry a reality at JUMC.

Church Council Highlights
Trustees have been busy with multiple repairs and upgrades all around the church,
including the buildings and the parsonage, as well. Next project is WiFi in the
Main Church.
Staff Parish Relations Committee (SPRC) presented staff salaries for 2018. They
were approved unanimously.
Finance Committee presented a budget for 2018. It was approved unanimously.
Pastor Karen shared the Charge Conference reports that needed to be voted on.
Charge Conference was held November 12, at Wesley Memorial UMC.
Children’s Ministry is starting a puppet ministry called “Heaven’s Handful.” We
will meet them during the children’s Christmas program on December 3.
Mary Ann Clark reported many youth activities and projects.
Parish Nurse Jane Turner reported she’d been extra busy with Pastor Karen being
“out of commission” with her broken ankle and she’d really enjoyed it.
Pastor Karen once again said thank you for all the love, support and food they received during her broken ankle. “You all are AMAZING!”
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Men’s Thanksgiving Day Breakfast
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TRUNK OR TREAT

JAMA Item for
DECEMBER
CEREAL

Please give generously
to
Jonesborough Area
Ministerial Association.
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