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WORDS OF ENCOURAGEMENT  

TO THE PEOPLE OF GOD 
 
As I pray and ponder the current struggles of our Church and the 
world, I couldn’t help but think about the lessons we’ve been learn-
ing in our Wednesday night Bible study. We’ve been going through 
the book of Ephesians verse by verse, and have made it to chapter 
4, which is an important chapter. Paul makes his thesis in this chap-
ter, telling us “I, therefore, the prisoner for the Lord, urge you to live 
worthily of the calling with which you have been called, with all hu-
mility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in 
love, making every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond 
peace. There is one body and one Spirit, just as you, too, were 
called in the one hope of your calling, one Lord, one faith, one bap-
tism, one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and 
in all.”  (Ephesians 4:1-6) 
 
May that be true in our lives as well. Though life is full of important 
choices and tough struggles, we, as the people of God, are called to 
represent the royal family we’ve been adopted into. We are to reflect 
the light of God into this dark world. May the light of God that is in us 
be a beacon of hope and love. May it draw each of us closer to the 
God we serve. May it also draw those that are lost to it like a moth to 
a flame. 
 
Paul repeats this idea of oneness seven times in this passage! I tell 
the youth all the time that when something is repeated, it’s because 
it’s important. I take hope that we are under this call to unity. This is 
especially important in times of struggle and strife. The hope comes 
from knowing that together we can do anything, because, through 
Christ’s work on the cross and the power of the Holy Spirit, we can 
walk through this life with peace, hope and love. 
 
Do not let the pain of this life drive our fists into the sky in anger, but 
rather, let it drive us to our knees in prayer and submission to our 
Heavenly Father. Let it draw us closer to him and to each other. We 
are the church. We are the body. We are the light of the world. May 
we shine more brilliantly than ever before. 
 
     Amen, 
     Big Mike 
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SCRIPTURE VERSE 
 
John 1:14 
 
14 And the word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory 
as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 

Appalachian Christmas 

The annual Appalachian Christmas sing-along will be held on Sunday evening, De-
cember 12, at 7 pm. It’s been two years since we filled our church with the beautiful 
songs of this special season. This will be the 26th year that we’ve joined together in 
singing, smiling, laughing, and celebrating the birth of Jesus. Bring a friend and enjoy 
an hour or so of fellowship. We all need to spread love and joy and to make our little 
corner of the world a happier place.  

The youth will be sponsoring a light supper starting at 5:30. A special love offering will 
be taken to support Habitat for Humanity. 

Mark your calendars and join the fun. We have a lot to be thankful for! 

 
December Mission  

UMCOR—United Methodist Committee on Relief 

As the humanitarian relief and development arm of the United Methodist Church, UMCOR as-
sists United Methodists and churches to become involved  globally in direct ministry to per-
sons in need. One example of what they do is the buckets and hygiene kits we put together 
last month. Thank you to all who participated.   

There always seems to be a need. Whether it’s to help following tornados, flooding, hurricanes 
or other disasters, they help with food and other basic necessities to ease human suffering 
around our world. Even after the initial disaster is over, people are often endangered by sub-
sequent disasters. UMCOR has a program that helps identify vulnerabilities and attend to 
those before another disaster strikes.   

If you feel you can help, please make your checks to JUMC and note UMCOR in the memo 
line.  

Thank you.   

  

COUNT YOUR BLESSINGS GROUP 

For our last lunch of the year, the CYB group will meet on Wednesday, December 8, 

at 12 noon at The Black Olive in Jonesborough.  We hope to see you there! 
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PRAYER WARRIORS NEEDED 

Dear Congregation: 

Our church is not just a building — it is a house of worship, a place where Christians 

gather to pray for their church community and celebrate Christian rituals. Our prayer 

room is not just another room in our church. This small space has been set aside for 

years to offer a quiet environment to spend time with God and to intercede for our 

church.  

We have a dedicated group of people who go to the prayer room during both church 

services and lift up our pastor, choir, children's sermon and our entire congregation 

made up of those who can be in church as well as the shut-ins. They are called Prayer 

Warriors, but this does not mean that they are super eloquent in praying; they are just 

regular people like you and me who know the importance of prayer. 

Over time, and for many different reasons, we have lost some of our Prayer Warriors, 
which meant there were times when the prayer room was not covered last year. We 
understand that many people still don’t feel comfortable coming to church because of 
the virus. Please know we do not take this concern lightly and you have the option to 
pray from home if you let us know the dates. In 2022, however, we feel like we really 
need to make sure our church will be covered with prayer. You can be part of making 
this happen and our church will be blessed through your prayers. 
 
We are working on the schedule for the 2022 Prayer Room Warriors. Please contact 
me as soon as possible if you have questions about this opportunity to serve your 
church behind the scenes, or if you are ready to become a Prayer Warrior.  
 
I thank you for your willingness to pray for your church. God bless you. 

      Linda Poland 

      Prayer Room Coordinator 

      Positivests@aol.com 

      423-753-5405 
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Children’s Program  

On Sunday, November 14, several families gathered in the Fellowship Hall to assem-
ble mangers. A booklet was provided with each manger that included six activities to 
help parents, grandparents, aunts, uncles, etc. to be spiritual leaders for their family 
during the Christmas season. The first four activities will be used in the days or weeks 
leading up to Christmas; then, on Christmas Eve or Christmas day, activity five can be 
used to share the true meaning of Christmas.   
 
Check out the pictures to see how we spent a wonderful Sunday afternoon.  Thanks to 
Angie for finding the kits. Thank you to Betty Lawson for getting the kits ready by pre-
drilling holes – that made assembly so much easier. She was a great instructor.  
Thanks to Angie, Erin and Jewel for getting our lunch ready and serving.   
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Sunday School – Children’s Church – Adventure Kids 
December 2021 

 
K-Grade 2 – Barbara Love – Downstairs Classroom—Celebrate Wonder Curricu-
lum –  

December 5 – Mary’s Good News – Children’s Christmas Program – 2nd service 
December 12 – Mary & Elizabeth- Movie – Upstairs/Movie Room 
December 19 – Jesus’ Birth- Activity Sheets, Craft, Story 
December 26 – Simeon and Anna – Activity Sheets, Craft, Story 

 
Grades 3-4-5 – Rotating Teachers – Upstairs Under the Sea Room – Celebrate 
Wonder 

December 5 – Mary’s Good News – Children’s Christmas Program – 2nd service 
December 12 – Mary & Elizabeth – Starlene C. – Activity Sheets, Craft 
December 19 – Jesus’ Birth – Movie - Angie 
December 26 – Simeon and Anna – Craft, Activity Sheets - TBD 

 
Grades 6-7-8 – Mary Ann – Youth House – Connect Curriculum 

December 5 – Nativity **(Jr. High – helping with Children’s Christmas program) 
December 12- Consecration 
December 19 – Herod 
December 26 - Authority 

 
Children’s Church – K- Grade 3 – Angie & Jackie – 1st and 2nd Services – Cele-
brate Wonder 

December 5 – Mary’s Good News 
December 12 – Mary & Elizabeth 
December 19 – Jesus’ Birth 
December 26 – Simeon and Anna 

 
 

Adventure Kids – Wednesday nights – Meal, Lessons 
Nursery – Toddlers – Kindergarten through Grades 3-4-5  
 
December 1 – Practice for Christmas program – 6 pm 
Sessions will resume in January – Watch bulletin for details 
 
 

SAVE THE DATE 
Children’s Christmas Program   

Sunday, December 5, 2nd Service 
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YOUTH ACTIVITIES 

Our youth group has been hard at work learning, enjoying fellowship, eating and serv-

ing. We keep a fairly busy schedule, which gives our students a lot of great opportuni-

ties to be together.  

We meet on Wednesday nights for a meal and Bible study. We’ve been working 

through the book of Ephesians, and during this awesome journey, I’ve seen a lot of 

lightbulbs click on as we talk about the text. I love it when that happens! 

On Thursdays, we meet to eat or go skating, which is always a fun time of fellowship. 

Sundays have been filled with youth and events. We’ve been to the Ward’s house re-

cently for a fun night — thank you so much for hosting our group for games and food.   

Also, thank you to everyone who helped make the meals and gifts we delivered to 

those that can’t get out as often as they’d like. It was a blessing for them as well as us. 

We’re planning to make this a quarterly event in the coming year. 

We’ve also been taking donations for the “fridge fairy project” at Jonesborough Ele-

mentary School. This is a great community outreach in which we stock the fridge for 

the teachers and staff at the school. If you’d like to donate drinks and snacks, please 

contact Big Mike, or drop them off at the youth house on Wednesdays or Thursdays. 

Upcoming Events: 

  November 21: we’re going to decorate the Christmas tree in the Sanctuary, which is 

always fun for everyone involved. 

  December 4: we’re going to have a lock-in at the youth house. It should be a night to 

remember. 

  December 8: we’ll go shopping for our angels, then wrap the gifts the following week, 

on December 15. 

  December 12: We’ll provide dinner for the Appalachian Christmas event. 

As you can see, we are busy learning, growing and serving. Thank you for all the sup-

port you show our students. It’s such a blessing to have a church body that shows love 

in such an extravagant way to our next generation of leaders. 

       Big Mike 
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Busy Hands with a Purpose 

Busy Hands with a Purpose has been really busy!!  We’ve been making pillow covers, pillow 

cases and duffel bags for Isaiah House. Those that crochet and knit provide those that sew 

and assemble lots of twiddle mats. The sewing members then get them for completion before 

they are given to nursing homes. We also provide knitted lap blankets to nursing homes. Sev-

eral items are shown in the pictures below.  

A big “Thank You” to the youth group for delivering quilts, neck pillows and pillow cases to 

several of our members that can’t get out much. There is a picture of all the bags they deliv-

ered.  

We will be having a potluck lunch meal at the December 7 meeting.  Meetings will begin again 

in January, 2022 – watch the bulletin for the date.   
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Our thanks and prayers go out to all our military veterans 
and their families. Your service and sacrifice are greatly 
appreciated. 

 

Barnard Davis (US Army) - Susan Miller’s nephew 

Caleb Wade (US Army) - Rupe & Ella Billions’ grandson 

Cody Hallberg (US Air Force) - Lee & Nancy Hallberg’s grandson 

Todd White - (US Army) - Doug & Donna Barnes Bennett’s son-in-law 

Mickey Teasner (US Navy) 

Lauren Bennett (US Army Reserve) 

Jake DeMatteo  (US Army)  

Steven David Hunt (US Army Reserve) 

Brian Ehlschlager (US Army) 

Shawn Allison (US Marines) 

Eric Bull (US Air Force Reserve) - Don & Barbara Bull’s grandson 

Cheyenne Pandar (US Marines) 

Johnathon Daffron (US Marines) 

Jon Cochran (US Ranger) - Billy & Gail Lewis’ cousin 

Michael Fritz (US Army) - Mary Ann Clark’s son-in-law 

Connor Lancaster (US Army) - grandson of Kenneth & Terry McMasters 

Matt Ingalls (US Marines) grandson of Howard and Madelyn Rohrer 

 

SISTERS OF FAITH 

     The Sisters of Faith will hold their annual Christmas party on Thursday, December 2, at 
5:30 pm at the home of Sue Russell.  Please bring a Christmas ornament or home décor item 

for the gift exchange, as well as a side dish. The main course and rolls will be provided.  

     We hope to see you there! 



Jonesborough United Methodist Church 

PO Box 115, Jonesborough, TN 37659 

 

JAMA Items for  
DECEMBER 

Cereal 

 

Please give generously 
to  

Jonesborough Area  
Ministerial Association  

 

May the blessings of Christmas 

be with you all year long! 


