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Dear Church Family: 

Now that the Covid bans have been lifted, our youth have been very 

busy so far this summer. We’ve been hard at work cleaning the 
basement of the Youth House so it can be used to its full potential. 

We have “Tuesdays with Mike” during the summer, where we can 
play ping pong and foosball on the table that was kindly donated. 
Feel free to stop by and see what’s going on. I think you’ll be im-

pressed by the work our students have done. If you’re handy and 
willing, we can always use your help, too. 

Our youth meet on Wednesdays and Sundays, from 6 to 7:30 pm, at 
the Youth House, learning about Jesus, the church, and what it 

means to be a Christian. We can always use help with food, chaper-
oning on our adventures, teaching Sunday School, or if you just 
want to hang out with us. If you’re interested, let me know and I’ll 

help you get involved. 

Some of the things we’ve done or will be doing include: 

• Attended a Johnson City Doughboys baseball game 

• Had a pool party at the Ganger’s—thanks for hosting and feed-
ing us! We had a blast! 

• Helped with VBS, manning booths and playing with the kids. 

• Helped with our Graduate luncheon; special thanks to Sue Rus-
sell for her hard work. 

• Working at Center on 2nd doing demolition and clean-up. 

• Planning a local mission day in July to serve our community, and 
planning for next year’s mission trip. 

We thank you from the bottom of our hearts for all your support. Our 

church family at JUMC is really awesome.  If you know of any youth 
not currently involved, please let them know when and where we 
meet, and feel free to give them my number.  We’d love to see our 

Youth House overflowing with happy, active, involved young Chris-
tians. There are many opportunities to enjoy food, fun, fellowship, 

and to grow in faith during the summer.  We don’t want to leave any-
body out.  Like we tell our youth, “Spread the Word!” 

      Love, 

      Big Mike 
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CHOIR UPDATE 

As we make cautious progress toward returning to a full choir, response to small en-
sembles, solos, duets, etc., has been very encouraging.  Thank you all!  We will con-
tinue this plan. 

If you happen to be a choir member who has yet to be “plugged in” but could be, 
please make Dr. Rush aware of available dates.  If you are a potential new member, 
watch and listed for our return and normal choir activities.! 

 

SUPPORT OUR YOUTH GROUP 

Our youth will once again be parking cars during Jonesborough Days 
to raise money for their 2022 Mission Trip.  Come enjoy the fun and 
support our youth, too! 

 

 
 

EVANGELISM COMMITTEE 

 
 

Our Evangelism Committee will be handing out popsicles this 

year at the Jonesborough Days Parade on Saturday, July 3. We 

will meet on the front porch at 9 am. We invite everyone from 

the church to join us for this rewarding experience! If you have 

any questions, please call or text Sarah Babb at (423) 361-4177. 
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Jonesborough Elementary School 

 
Teachers, students, and parents are looking forward to experiencing an in-person school year 
or what we know as “normal” this coming school year.  As a congregation, we have been able 
to help the kindergarten teachers at Jonesborough Elementary School get off to a good start 
each year for several years.  This year the teachers are asking us to provide age-appropriate 
books for each student.  
 
The plan is that we would buy a book and write a short message of encouragement in it and 
sign our names (see example below).  The books would go home with the children for the par-
ents to read to them. The suggested price for the books would be from five to ten dollars. You 
can participate by buying a book or contributing money to buy books. 
 
In addition, we also support the music program at JES by providing the teacher with his basic 
needs.  We are also planning to purchase copy paper for the kindergarten teachers. 
 
(Example note to child: Kindergartner, I am wishing you the very best as you begin your 
school adventures.  I will be thinking of you this year.  Your friend, (sign your name) 

 

Family Promise is back! 

 

 Our Family Promise team will be back in business on August 22, 2021.  So 
much has happened over the past year with Family Promise.  The team has housed 
all of the families at Red Roof Inn and provided gift certificates to local restaurants.  
The costs were covered by a grant and donations made to Family Promise. It is amaz-
ing that even during a pandemic, our community does not forget those that are most 

in need.  

 It is our expectation that we may have an increase in the number of families 
that need our help over the next year.  At JUMC, we are committed to making these 
families feel at home and comfortable.  This is why we need you!  We would love to 

see some new volunteers participate in the Family Promise week, August 22 – August 
29.  There are many ways to help.  We need volunteers to provide a dinner each 
night, volunteers to spend the evening and another set of volunteers to spend the 

night.  We can also use your help on both the set-up and tear-down teams.   

This can be a great family experience and an opportunity to increase your awareness 
of those that are less fortunate.  I promise you will be overwhelmed with gratitude for 

the simple things in life that we all take for granted.  

 

Diane and Dave Roche 
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COUNT YOUR BLESSINGS GROUP 

Our recent luncheon at Cheddar’s was great fun.  Come join us on July 8, at 12 noon, 

at Cootie Brown’s on State of Franklin across from ETSU! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE – CHURCH PICNIC 

On Sunday, August 29, we will gather at the pavilion in Persimmon Ridge 

for our Church Picnic from 4 to 6 pm (we will eat around 5 pm) and 

thanks to the generosity of some church members, we will then have a 

swim party at Wetlands from 6 to 8 pm just for our church family and 

friends.  We can have up to 200 people at this amazing swim party, so we 

hope you’ll mark your calendars and plan to attend.  And please invite 

your friends to join us.  This is going to be amazing and a wonderful way 

to welcome everyone back to church as we head into September! 
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CENTER ON 2ND 

We’ve had a busy month of demolition at the Center on 2nd.  Bobby and his Demolition 

Crew (which include a host of Tuesday morning volunteers plus our amazing youth) 

have been busy tearing down walls, removing insulation, carrying off trash, and getting 

everything ready for phase two of our project which will begin with some reconstruc-

tion work that will include electrical and plumbing work. 

So far, we’ve raised $45,556.00 – thank you so much for your amazing generosity!  

We still need about $35,000 more.  We have more fundraisers planned, like a yard 

sale in August where you would buy a spot in our parking lot, along with a bunch of 

other people, and we’d have a huge yard sale that the church will advertise.  It’s a win-

win all the way around.  The Center on 2nd gets all the money collected from the sale 

of the spots and we all get to clean out some of our unwanted stuff and make some 

extra money. 

Other fundraisers coming are an ice cream social with Terry’s group sharing music as 

well as an opportunity to give when we gather at the church picnic.  And, of course, 

don’t forget the sale of the bricks.  You can purchase a $150 or a $1000 brick in honor 

or memory of anyone you want – these make great birthday or anniversary gifts – and 

all the proceeds go to the Center on 2nd.  Just contact the church office and we can 

send you a form. 

 
VBS NEWS!!! 

 
Our next VBS session is Saturday, July 24, from 10 am to noon. 
 
Theme:  Exploring water stories from the Bible 
 
Challenge to the Kids:  Find as many stories about water in the Bible as you can.  Write down where 
you found the story (Book of the Bible) and a verse from the story.  Bring your list and Bible verses to 
the VBS session on July 24.  (Parents:  You know you’ll have to help with this.) 
 
The person who has the longest list wins a prize:  a gift certificate to Pizza Plus!  If there’s a tie, a draw-
ing will be held. 
 
We will also continue with lots of water games, cool crafts, great music and lots more.  Mark your calen-
dars and start finding those Bible stories! 
 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR  
SATURDAY, AUGUST 21, 2021  10 AM TO NOON 

3RD VBS SESSION 
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL FUN 

We gathered on Saturday, June 25, for our first of three Saturday VBS ex-
periences.  This year’s theme is water.  Our first Scripture verse was: “I 
assure you that everybody who gives even a cup of cold water to these 
little ones because they are my disciples will certainly be rewarded.”. – 
Matthew 10:42. 

Our next two VBS Saturdays will take place on July 24 and August 21.   
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Busy Hands with a Purpose 

 

The group has been busy crocheting, knitting and sewing.  The pictures show twid-

dles, clothing protectors, walker bags, tote bags, backpacks and pillowcases.  Items 

go to various nursing homes, Niswonger Children’s Hospital, Isaiah House and many 

other places.   

The group meets the first and third Tuesday of each month in the church Fellowship 

Hall from 10 am – 12 noon.  If you knit, crochet, sew, quilt, etc., come join the group.  
It’s loads of fun!!! 

 

     Pillowcases 

           

    

 

       Tote Bags  

 

  

 

Backpacks 

 

 

 

 

 Twiddles, Walker Bags and 

 Clothing Protectors  
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Congratulations Seniors! 

On Sunday, June 26. we honored our three high school graduates from 2021 

in worship, by giving them a Bible and with a lunch to follow in the Good 

News Fellowship Hall.  Our three graduates are:  Hannah Gilham; Brooke 

Roberts and Emma Wolfe.  We also honored Gracie Garland, a high school 

graduate from 2020, since we were unable to do so last year because of the 

pandemic.   We are so proud of these ladies. 
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Our thanks and prayers go out to all our mili-
tary veterans and their families. Your service 
and sacrifice are greatly appreciated. 

 

Barnard Davis (US Army) - Susan Miller’s nephew 

Caleb Wade (US Army) - Rupe & Ella Billions’ grandson 

Cody Hallberg (US Air Force) - Lee & Nancy Hallberg’s grandson 

Todd White - (US Army) - Doug & Donna Barnes Bennett’s son-in-law 

Mickey Teasner (US Navy) 

Lauren Bennett (US Army Reserve) 

Jake DeMatteo  (US Army)  

Steven David Hunt (US Army Reserve) 

Brian Ehlschlager (US Army) 

Shawn Allison (US Marines) 

Eric Bull (US Air Force Reserve) - Don & Barbara Bull’s grandson 

Cheyenne Pandar (US Marines) 

Johnathon Daffron (US Marines) 

Jon Cochran (US Ranger) - Billy & Gail Lewis’ cousin 

Michael Fritz (US Army) - Mary Ann Clark’s son-in-law 

Connor Lancaster (US Army) - grandson of Kenneth & Terry McMasters 

 

Scripture Verse: 

Galatians 5:13-14 ESV 

13 For you were called to freedom, brothers. Only do not use 

your freedom as an opportunity for the flesh, but through 

love, serve one another. 14 For the whole law is fulfilled in 

one word: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 



Jonesborough United Methodist Church 

PO Box 115, Jonesborough, TN 37659 

 

JAMA Item for JULY 
Spam & Spaghetti-O’s 

Please give generously 
to  

Jonesborough Area  
Ministerial Association  

 

HAVE FUN BUT STAY SAFE! 


