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More Grandma Stories 

One of my fondest memories of my Grandmother is what we 

called “pool talk.”  In their tiny Long Island backyard, my grand-

parents had an above-ground pool which took up the whole 

back yard!  It was a great pool where much family fun was had 

playing games and enjoying time together, but my favorite time 

in the pool came at night when my grandmother and I would 

get back in the pool after dinner for some girl talk.   

We would walk around inside the pool and just talk about any-

thing and everything.  She would tell me stories about her 

childhood, I would confide my biggest secrets.  She would 

teach me life lessons while I reminded her of what life was like 

as a child and always we would look up into the big, beautiful 

night sky and talk about God – our God who made the heav-

ens and the earth and the beautiful night sky, filled with so 

many bright stars - our God who loves us completely and un-

conditionally - our God who is a part of our everyday lives, 

guiding our steps and showing us the way in life.   

My grandmother made God come alive for me back then – 

helping me to understand that God wasn’t just living up in that 

night sky but rather in my life and in my heart.  Those pool 

talks stopped when I was in college, because my grandparents 

moved to Florida, but her constant, steady faith continued to 

inspire me as I grew in my own faith.    

 

Grandma in front of the house 

 

       Me in the pool 
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PASTOR KAREN ON VACATION 

Pastor Karen will be on vacation October 2 – 9.  Part of her vacation will be 

celebrating the wedding of her nephew.  Please pray for Will and Gabby as 

they begin this life journey together and also please be in continued prayer 

for Will who is currently on dialysis and is on the transplant list for a new 

kidney.   

If you need her for any reason, you are welcome to text her at 540-239-9179 

or call the church office.  THANK YOU, Mike Mould, for preaching and leading 

worship on October 4. 

 

CHARGE CONFERENCE 

Our Charge Conference will be held on Sunday, October 18, 2020 at 
3 pm.  All Church Council Members are required to attend and any-
one in the church is welcome to attend.  It will be a virtual Charge 
Conference on Zoom.  I will be sending out the link to everyone as 
soon as I have it.  Please mark you calendars and plan to attend. 

 

JAMA Food Pantry Update 

Thank you for your continued generosity to the Food pantry – you have made 

such a difference.  September was a busy month for us as we served a record 

high number of families.  Your monetary contributions and food donations are 

what make this possible.   

I also want to give a BIG SHOUT OUT to our weekly shoppers who help us 

keep the pantry stocked:  Doug Bennett, Joe and Linda Likavec, Rick and Ka-

ren Newell, Fred and Gale Roy, and Jennifer Wolfe.  We so appreciate the 

time, energy and muscle you give to this ministry. 
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Diaper Drive  
  
 “Changing Lives from the Bottom Up” is a diaper subsidy program at The River. The 
River, located in Johnson City, was founded in 2004 and has served more than 1,000 women 
and children in need. 
 
 Thanks to donations, The River provides 28 diapers twice a month to qualifying fami-
lies.  Diapers are not covered by government programs like WIC or Food Stamps.  The aver-
age cost for a year of diapers is $1,200 per child.  The lack of diapers affects a child ’s health 
and the mother’s self-esteem.   
 
 Please support this mission with your prayers, a donation, or the purchase of diapers.  
Large size pull-on/off diapers are greatly needed. Thank you for your continued support of this 
important mission. 
 

SCRIPTURE VERSE 

Proverbs 2:1-5  (ESV) 

My son, if you receive my words 
     And treasure up my commandments with you, 

Making your ear attentive to wisdom 
     And inclining your heart in understanding; 

Yes, if you call out for insight 
     And raise your voice for understanding, 

If you seek it like silver 
     And search for it as for hidden treasures, 

Then you will understand the fear of the Lord 
     And find the knowledge of God. 

 

Thank You . . . 

Thanks, everyone, for your prayers, cards and calls to Carole asking about my 
health. The intestinal issue sure caught me off guard, but surgery, rehab and 
home care therapy have me upright and almost back in the driver’s seat. 

       Blessings on you all, 
       Foye Webb  
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SANCTUARY TO REOPEN FOR WORSHIP ON SUNDAY, OCTOBER 11 

 
     I know we are all anxious to get back inside the church building for worship.  The Bishop has officially 

reopened our church buildings for worship only, with the following guidelines:  everyone must wear a 

mask; social distancing must be practiced; no passing of the peace; no singing; and no passing of the offer-

ing plate.   We will have ushers to take you to your seats, a basket in the narthex for your offerings and 

masks available if you need one.  The reason we are waiting until October 11 to open rather than opening 

right away is because I, Pastor Karen, will be out of town on October 4 for my nephew's wedding followed 

by vacation, and I want to be here with you all when we open the sanctuary for worship. 

 

     At this time there will be no other activities taking place inside the church - all Sunday school classes, 

small groups and the youth group will continue to meet outside until the Bishop gives us the go-ahead to 

move inside.  We also will not have any children’s activities (no nursery, children’s church, Sunday school 

or Adventure Kids) until the Bishop gives us the go-ahead.   

 

     We WILL continue to have our live-stream service at 10:45 am and we will have our Outdoor Wor-

ship Service in the back parking lot under the tent at 8:45 am and we encourage you to worship with us 

however you most feel comfortable. 

 

Blessings,  
Pastor Karen   

 

 
Sunday School Classes 

 We now have two Sunday school classes meeting outside.  The Upper Room 

Sunday school class started meeting under the pavilion on Sunday, September 20.  
The Upward Bound class has been meeting since the middle of August outside the 
tent.   

 Anyone is welcome to join these classes that start at 9:30 am.  It doesn’t matter 
if this is your regular class or not. 
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GOD WORKS IN MYSTERIOUS WAYS . . . 

     In April, I had an episode with my lower back that sent me to the emergency room.  I lost 
the use of my legs, and had some other issues that had to be figured out.  I had an MRI of my 
complete spine and the initial news wasn't good. I was diagnosed with a rare tumor in my spi-
nal cord, and a badly degenerated spine.  Tears, prayers and support from our friends, family 
and church really gave me the only peace that God was in charge.   

     With the advice of a friend (a neurosurgeon), we did some medication for six weeks to see 
what symptoms improved and then had another MRI for a better look.  Again, God took over 
and no sign of a tumor showed up on the follow-up MRI.  We had a back issue to deal with.  
Great, I could handle that,  or so II thought.  The only solution was spinal fusion, from L3 to 
my sacrum.  I asked about disc replacement, but in the US they will only do one level and you 
have to be the perfect candidate.  It’s also not covered by insurance and about three times the 
cost.  Now what?? 

     God took over, putting me in the truck with Peggy as she wanted to go look at a saddle for 
a horse.  Our friend that was showing it to her said to me, "You need to talk to my brother; he 
had disc replacement in Germany."  She forwarded the email address to me, and within two 
days the orthopedic clinic had set me up with a case manager and we were uploading files for 
the surgeon to review.   

     A long week passed and the email response came back: replace all the bad discs and fix 
the other issues with my spine.  He gave me three dates he had openings, and the cost.  
Could we do it?  Well, God can do anything, and because of Him and our wonderful church 
family and family and friends, we did it!  I flew to Bremen, Germany on August 15th, had sur-
gery by Dr. Ridder-Lang (17 years of disc replacement experience) on the 20th and returned 
home on the 28th...the absolute hardest days of my life.  Due to COVID, I traveled alone and 
all of the recovery was up to me.  A couple long, difficult days to be sure.  

     Recovery was quite an experience.  I’ve never had surgery so coming to grips with it was a 
pretty big deal.  They stretched my spine over an inch to fit the discs, and as a result, all the 
nerves, muscles and ligaments were also stretched.  Which means my back felt awesome.  I 
could move like I was 20 years younger, but my legs felt like I’d just run two marathons and 
they hurt in places I didn't know could hurt!  Day to day, the stretch discomfort gets better and  
most of my neurological issues are resolving.  Now comes time and patience.   

     I’m slowly trying to get a few hours of work in each day, but it's tiring.  My wonderful wife, 
Peggy, is an absolutely phenomenal massage therapist and has been helping me tremen-
dously.  Every day I see progress, and that helps. 

     To my church family,  my most heartfelt thanks for all your prayers, cards and gifts.  I was 
really overwhelmed by the outpouring of love.  I never thought I would have that moment that I 
felt God touch my life.  I was very wrong  — He touches my life every day. 

       Jeff Fabozzi 
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October Mission   

 OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD SHOEBOX MINISTRY 

     Our goal this year is to pack 204 shoeboxes (34 boxes for each age/

gender category).   

     With the help of my daughter, Stephanie, we’ve been shopping bargains 

since the day we dropped off last year’s shoeboxes in November.  The cost to send these shoeboxes is 

$9.00 per box.  This covers the shipping and also a 12-course class introducing children to Christ.  The 

course equips children to tell others about Christ.  The total amount needed for 204 shoeboxes is 

$1,836.  We have just about everything needed for the shoeboxes, so cash donations made out to 

JUMC with “shoeboxes” written on the memo line of the check are requested.  Any amount is wel-

comed.   

     If you want to pack your own shoebox, just place your check on the outside of the lid or send directly 

to church.  I can supply you a shoebox, or you can use one of your own.  Hobby Lobby also supports 

the shoebox ministry and sells plastic shoeboxes.  I have the labels, etc. available for your box.  Due to 

the pandemic situation, we don’t know if a packing party will take place.  We’ll just  have to wait to see if 

the situation improves.  We will get the boxes packed, one way or the other. 

     Remember:  Do not pack any war-related items.  Traditional camouflage is not allowed; blue or pink 

camouflage is ok.  Brightly colored squirt guns are allowed, though it’s difficult to get these items at this 

time of year.  Do not pack candy, gum, food, liquids, toothpaste,  glass, rice or seeds.  Sometimes these 

items are used to make noise in maracas, especially homemade.  These will be pulled at the Distribu-

tion Center. 

     You are encouraged to pack school supplies of all types, crayons, markers, colored pencils, coloring 

books, 2 or 3 toothbrushes, dental floss, washcloth and soap.  Don’t  forget about combs and hair 

brushes. Toys of all types, a wow item (soccer ball with pump and 2 or 3 needles, etc.), dolls, clothing, 

especially underwear and socks, t -shirts, little dresses or tops and shorts.  Hot Wheels or Matchbox 

cars, balls are great.  Card games and musical instruments of all types are good.  Stuffed animals of all 

sizes, for all ages, both boys and girls, are encouraged.  You can wrap it up tight, and secure with rub-

ber bands to squish it in.  Any way you can reduce the size is great; it will fluff up when they remove the 

wrapping.   Please remove all original packaging, as it takes up too much space and there is nowhere to 

dump the packing trash.  Don’t be neat about it.  Stuff all corners.  Stuff your box anyway you can fit 

your items in.  And remember to pray over your box.  Your box will fall into the hands of a child that it is 

best suited for.  Bring your box to church when you are done packing it.  National Collection Week is 

November 16-23, 2020.  We have not firmed up the dates that we will personally drop our boxes off. 

     If you have questions, contact Gail Daffron at gdaff63@gmail.com or 423-833-7370. 

MARK 16:15  He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to all creation.  NIV 
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Our thanks and prayers go out to all our mili-
tary veterans and their families. Your service 
and sacrifice are greatly appreciated. 

 

Barnard Davis (US Army) - Susan Miller’s nephew 

Caleb Wade (US Army) - Rupe & Ella Billions’ grandson 

Cody Hallberg (US Air Force) - Lee & Nancy Hallberg’s grandson 

Todd White - (US Army) - Doug & Donna Barnes Bennett’s son-in-law 

Mickey Teasner (US Navy) 

Lauren Bennett (US Army Reserve) 

Jake DeMatteo  (Army)  

Steven David Hunt (US Army Reserve) 

Brian Ehlschlager (US Army) 

Shawn Allison (US Marines) 

Eric Bull (US Air Force Reserve) - Don & Barbara Bull’s grandson 

Cheyenne Pandar (US Marines) 

Johnathon Daffron (US Marines) 

Jon Cochran (U.S. Ranger) - Billy & Gail Lewis’ cousin 

Michael Fritz (US Army) - Mary Ann Clark’s son-in-law 

CHURCH FAMILY NEWS 

Please be in prayer for Javier Grajeda, who lost his father a few weeks ago.  To 

honor his father, Javier is requesting donations for the Michael J. Fox Founda-

tion for Parkinson’s Research, which supports research to find a cure for this 

terrible disease. 

If you’d like to make a donation, please use this link:   https://

tribute.michaeljfox.org/tribute-page.php?id=1625&np=true  .  It has his story and 

some photos.  Javier thanks you for your consideration. 

https://tribute.michaeljfox.org/tribute-page.php?id=1625&np=true
https://tribute.michaeljfox.org/tribute-page.php?id=1625&np=true


Jonesborough United Methodist Church 

PO Box 115, Jonesborough, TN 37659 

 

JAMA Item for 

OCTOBER 

Soup 

 

 

Please give generously 
to  

Jonesborough Area  
Ministerial Association  

  

 

Thank you from the  

ETSU Wesley Foundation 

Thank you all so much for the support you 

have shown us at Wesley.  Your faithfulness 

to our ministry has had a tremendous im-

pact.  We have had a great start to the se-

mester despite the pandemic.   

On behalf of every student who will be im-

pacted by God’s work through our ministry, 

thank you so much!  Y’all are the best, 

thanks again! 

                      Blessings,  
                      Caleb  
                      Wesley Foundation Director 


