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Grandma Stories 

 I was blessed to have four amazing grandparents.  Each of them 

loved me dearly – it didn’t hurt that I was the first grandchild on both sides – 

and spoiled me just a tad.  But the Grandma I want to share with you is the 

one I had with me the longest – I was 35 years old when she died. 

 My Grandmother had a beautiful voice.  She sang in her church 

choir; in the Sweet Adelines; and was a much sought-after soloist for wed-

dings, but none of this compared to those times when she would sing with 

me.  As a young child, she would stand me next to the piano and play 

songs for us to sing together, teaching me how to sing.  As I got older, we 

began to sing duets together (you heard one of those duets on Sunday 9/6 

during the live-stream).  When I became a pastor, she would come and visit 

me at my church and sing a duet with me.  “Just a Closer Walk with Thee” 

was a favorite of ours.  As she got closer to the end of her life, she had 

trouble breathing and she couldn’t sing duets with me anymore, but that 

didn’t stop us from sitting around the piano and singing old hymns – in har-

mony of course, together. 

     My Grandmother was instrumental not only in my musical devel-

opment but in my faith development as well, and over the next couple of 

months I am going to share some of those stories with you as I give thanks 

for this special lady who taught me so much. 

     Pastor Karen 
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YOUTH NEWS 

Praise the Lord for progress!  Over the past few months, as most of you know, we have not been able 
to meet face- to-face due to the pandemic restrictions. Now that some of the restrictions have been re-
laxed, we have jumped at the chance to take full advantage of our newfound opportunities.  For the last 
few weeks, we’ve been able to enjoy outdoor worship together, and we also can have small outdoor 
meetings.   

The youth have taken advantage of this opportunity.  We’ve been having a weekly swim party on Sun-
day evenings at one of our local pools.  It’s been a joy to see the youth playing, learning, and hanging 
out together.  On Wednesday evenings, we have been making full use of our tent located in the back 
parking lot.  Who would have ever thought that we’d be holding tent meetings?  Talk about a blast from 
the past!  We’ve been slowly working though some of the proverbs and learning practical ways of deal-
ing with our daily struggles, temptations, and normal day-to-day life.   

Throughout this time of isolation, we’ve used all the resources at our disposal to serve our youth.  It’s 
always evolving and growing into new and different ways of getting together and learning from one an-
other. We have gone from all digital to a hybrid of the two.  It has been awesome to see all of the re-
sources that God has provided us with to do the ministry of the church and minister to each other.   

The future looks bright.  There is a renewed sense of community, excitement, and hope as we look for-
ward to this next season.  God truly provides for his people.  As we progress, we will take full ad-
vantage of our assets.  I am reminded of a sermon from long ago by one of the most famous pastors 
ever.  “Let us ask for wisdom and discretion in doing that which is right. Firmness of purpose should be 
adorned with gentleness of manner in carrying it out.”— Spurgeon 1893, Sermon #2291.   

We will continue to keep you posted on all the ways that we are serving our youth.  May God bless 
each of us as we serve those around us with love and gentleness.   
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DISTRICT CONFERENCE 

 Our District Conference will be held on Sunday, September 27, at 3 pm.  The 

conference will take place by Zoom. 

 During the conference, we will hear reports on our district, vote on the 2021 

Budget, and elect at-large delegates to Annual Conference.  All officers of the church, 

which includes all of our Church Council Members, are encouraged to attend.  I will 

send out the Zoom link for the meeting and any instructions I get as soon as they are 

received.   

       Thank you, 

       Pastor Karen 

 

******************************************************************************* 

CHARGE CONFERENCE 

 Charge Conference will be different this year.  We will meet virtually to do our 

church business.  All the paperwork is due by October 5, and then we will be assigned 

a time in October (October 11, 18, or 26) for our Charge Conference. 

 It will be essential that all officers of the church, which includes all of our Church 

Council Members, plan to attend.  Anyone is invited to attend.  As we look toward 

church officers for 2021, we are asking everyone to consider remaining in their current 

positions for next year, since we haven’t had an opportunity to do much this year. 

       Thank you, 

       Pastor Karen 

 

SCRIPTURE VERSE 

Ephesians 5:1-2   

1 Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children. 

2 And walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, a fragrant 

offering and sacrifice to God. 
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Outdoor Worship  

On August 16, we started worshiping outside in our back parking lot under a tent.  It 
has been such a blessing to see so many faces – well half faces since we are wearing 

masks – and to worship together as the body of Christ.  Bring a lawn chair and join us 
under the tent at 8:45 am on Sundays. 

 

 
 

 

Use the Tent 

Any church group is welcome to use the tent as long as they follow social distancing, 
wear masks and take attendance.  If you’d like to “book the tent,” call the church office.  
So far the youth, the Sisters of Faith, the Trustees, an Emmaus Reunion Group, and a 
Sunday school class have used the tent.  
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Sunshine Bags 

Thank you, Miss Jackie and Miss Angie, for the Sunshine Bags you made for our chil-
dren that included their promotion certificates, Bibles for our third graders, tags for 

their backpacks and more.  Included in the bags were a pack of crayons to remind our 
kiddos to color the world for God and a glue stick to remind them to stick like glue to 
God this year.   



 6 

 

 

 

 

 

Our thanks and prayers go out to all our mili-
tary veterans and their families. Your service 
and sacrifice are greatly appreciated. 

 

Barnard Davis (US Army) - Susan Miller’s nephew 

Caleb Wade (US Army) - Rupe & Ella Billions’ grandson 

Cody Hallberg (US Air Force) - Lee & Nancy Hallberg’s grandson 

Todd White - (US Army) - Doug & Donna Barnes Bennett’s son-in-law 

Mickey Teasner (US Navy) 

Lauren Bennett (US Army Reserve) 

Jake DeMatteo  (Army)  

Steven David Hunt (US Army Reserve) 

Brian Ehlschlager (US Army) 

Shawn Allison (US Marines) 

Eric Bull (US Air Force Reserve) - Don & Barbara Bull’s grandson 

Cheyenne Pandar (US Marines) 

Johnathon Daffron (US Marines) 

Jon Cochran (U.S. Ranger) - Billy & Gail Lewis’ cousin 

Michael Fritz (US Army) - Mary Ann Clark’s son-in-law 

 

CHURCH FAMILY NEWS 

Prayers for Bill Flanary and family in the loss of his mother. 

 

(If you have news of births, deaths, awards, etc., which you would like to have 

included here, please contact the office with the details.) 



Jonesborough United Methodist Church 

PO Box 115, Jonesborough, TN 37659 

JAMA Item for 

SEPTEMBER 

Flour, Sugar, Cornmeal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please give generously 
to  

Jonesborough Area  
Ministerial Association  

  

SCHOOL WILL LOOK A 

LITTLE DIFFERENT THIS YEAR! 


