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 A Statement from Bishop Taylor: 
Taking Steps Forward 
Faithfully and Safely  

 
 
My Dear Holston United Methodist Brothers and Sisters, 
  
 Jesus said, “If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And 
I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you 
forever. This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because 
it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, because he abides with 
you, and he will be in you.” John 14:15-17  
  
 After graduating from Candler School of Theology in 1975, I began 
serving as a clergy member of the Holston Conference. During these past 
45 years, there has never been a time that compares with the challenges of 
the Covid-19 global pandemic. As the medical community has mobilized to 
address this health crisis, the church has attempted to adapt to unimagined 
changes that have become new realities. 
  
 Our hearts have broken as we have heard the stories of so many 
precious lives that have left us too soon. We have witnessed how the virus 
has spread through nursing homes, meat packing facilities, factories, agri-
cultural communities, and yes, even churches.  
  
 There seems to be some evidence the spread of the virus is slow-
ing down because of social distancing and persons staying at home, but it 
continues to be a threat to the health and well-being of all people, in every 
age group. By its very nature, the church is one of those places where the 
virus can be transmitted easily as we gather and express our love for one 
another through hugs, shaking hands, and singing. Our Church Family is 
those significant people in our lives that we need to be around.   
  
 Taking Steps Forward Faithfully and Safely represents the best 
information we currently have to guide us in beginning to reopen our church 
buildings. The most difficult decision I have made as an episcopal leader 
has been the suspension of all in-person worship services. No one loves to 
go to church more than I do, but in order to protect the health of our fami-
lies, friends, and communities, it has been necessary for us to stay away 
from large gatherings. The message has been clear, “Do your part, Stay 
apart.” 

  
 
     (continued on page 2) 

http://holston-email.brtapp.com/files/communications/2020+annual+conference/taking+steps+forward+faithfully+and+safely.pdf
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(continued from page 1) 
 
 
 I understand many of you have not agreed with the decisions the cabinet and I 
have made in response to this crisis. This has not been an easy time for anyone. We have 
made decisions based on the best information we could gather from medical profession-
als.   
  

 The guidelines we are providing in this document have been developed in consul-
tation with medical experts and church leaders from our conference. They are members of 
our congregations familiar with our churches and the needs of our communities. As we 
continue to navigate through these uncertain times, I ask we continue to pray for all those 
who grieve and have been most impacted by this virus in the death of loved ones and/or 
the loss of employment. I am confident God will continue to accompany and guide us as 
we seek to take steps forward faithfully and safely. I am thankful for all the ways our 
churches and people continue to be the means of grace that the church alone provides. I 
am sure this is not the final word on how we will find our way beyond this pandemic. Our 
hope is always in Jesus who came so everyone would have life and have it in its fullest. 
May we continue to be His people and nothing less. 
   
 God's Grace, Mercy, Love and Peace is always sufficient, 
       
      Dindy Taylor 
      Resident Bishop 
      Holston Conference of 
      The United Methodist Church 
 
 
 
 

*A JUMC Task Force has been created to study the document sent 
by the Bishop and the Cabinet and to make a plan for approval by 
the District Superintendent for reopening.  Please note that we have 

already received word from our District Superintendent that with 
several new cases of COVID-19 in our area being reported in the 
past couple of days, our district will be one of the ones that are de-
layed in reopening.  We will share more information as we have it. 
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

     We WILL NOT be having VBS as scheduled this year (June 15-18) due to the 

Covid-19 pandemic.  However, we will have a VBS 2021 preview! 

     Bags will be available for parents, grandparents, etc. to pick up at the Church.  The 

special bags will contain Bible stories, activity sheets, CD’s (Bible school songs) and 

lots more. 

     Watch your email for the pick-up date. 

 

ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

Our in-person Annual Conference (June 7–10) has been cancelled.  We 

will now have a virtual Annual Conference on June 27 from 1– 3 pm.  The 

pre-conference briefing will be on June 7 at 2 pm and the Clergy Session 

will be on June 8 at 1 pm.  Our theme for this year’s Annual Conference is 

“I Love to Tell the Story” and it is an invitation to share God’s love around 

the world by telling the old, old, story of Jesus and His love. 

 

 

FAMILY PROMISE UPDATE 

On May 26, Family Promise resumed operations as both a shelter and a 

thrift store.  Knowing that many churches have not yet “re-started,” they 

are talking with churches about when they think they will be ready to once 

again serve homeless families at the church while also making sure they 

DO NOT endanger anyone’s health. 

Family Promise is working to make other arrangements for families, like 

staying in hotels when churches are not available for housing and asking 

churches to bring meals to the families. 

We are scheduled to host Family Promise on July 12 – July 19.  We have 
no idea what that will look like right now, but I would like to encourage us 
to provide food and other basic needs if we are unable to house these 
families at the church.  Please be in prayer for this ministry.   
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SCRIPTURE VERSE  

Galatians 6:10  ESV 

     So then, as we have opportunity, let us do good to 

everyone, and especially to those who are of the house-

hold of faith. 

 

 
 

JOTS FROM JANE 
 

     God is first in our lives, but it seems COVID-19 has 
taken over the rest. We don’t know when this is going to 
come to an end, so we have to continue to live as safely 
as we can. I urge you to use your safety precautions 
routinely. 
 
     For any of you who do not have a mask, some of our 
Busy Hands group have been making them for us to 
share with the congregation. They are located in the fel-
lowship hall and in the Narthex. Each will be in an indi-
vidual baggie for your choosing. As your parish nurse, I 
strongly recommend that you wear a mask. 
 
          I continue to pray for you and those you love to 
remain safe and healthy. 
 

Isaiah 41:10  So do not fear, for I am with you;  
do not be dismayed, for I am your God. 

 
     Blessings, 
     Jane Turner, Parish Nurse 
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Our thanks and prayers go out to all our mili-
tary veterans and their families. Your service 
and sacrifice are greatly appreciated. 

 

Barnard Davis (US Army) - Susan Miller’s nephew 

Caleb Wade (US Army) - Rupe & Ella Billions’ grandson 

Cody Hallberg (US Air Force) - Lee & Nancy Hallberg’s grandson 

Todd White - (US Army) - Doug & Donna Barnes Bennett’s son-in-law 

Mickey Teasner (US Navy) 

Lauren Bennett (US Army Reserve) 

Jake DeMatteo  (Army)  

Steven David Hunt (US Army Reserve) 

Brian Ehlschlager (US Army) 

Shawn Allison (US Marines) 

Eric Bull (US Air Force Reserve) - Don & Barbara Bull’s grandson 

Cheyenne Pandar (US Marines) 

Johnathon Daffron (US Marines) 

Jon Cochran (U.S. Ranger) - Billy & Gail Lewis’ cousin 

Michael Fritz (US Army) - Mary Ann Clark’s son-in-law 

CHURCH FAMILY NEWS 

 

(If you have news of births, deaths, awards, etc., which you would like to have 

included here, please contact the office with the details.) 
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A GREAT BIG THANK YOU  

FROM PASTOR KAREN 

 

I want to take a moment to say a great big thank you to some special 

people who have made worship possible for the past 11 weeks – I 

could not have done it without them. 

Mike Mould, our new youth director, jumped right in to help us set-

up live-streaming.  He has spent countless hours learning how to use 

all the new equipment, has spent hours and hours watching videos on 

how to improve our worship, has made improvements every week to 

enhance our worship experience, and he has taught Andrew how to 

do it all, as well.  Thank you, Mike! 

Andrew Huffine, one of our fabulous youth, came to the Communi-

cation Team months before COVID-19 to ask about recording the ser-

vices.  Thanks to his foresight, we already had one camera up and 

running.  Andrew has learned how to run the cameras (we now have 

two), run the lap top for the screen, input the programs into the com-

puter, record musicians, prepare the services, and is now running all 

the equipment.  Thank you, Andrew! 

Matt Morganstern, our wonderful sound tech. has been with us all 

along making sure the sound works in the sanctuary and for the live 

stream.  He’s helped us figure out how to balance our voices and mu-

sicians to enhance our worship experience.  Thank you, Matt! 

Doug Bennett, our fabulous piano player, has been a faithful partici-

pant in worship, sharing special music, leading hymns, giving me 

traveling music, practicing with the soloists, and sharing his talents.  

Thank you, Doug. 

 

       (continued on page 7)  
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(continued from page 6) 

 
John Durham, our multi-talented organist, added so much to wor-

ship when he started playing for us on Easter Sunday.  The organ 

adds a majestic sound that reminds us to lift our voices to God in 

praise.  He has led hymns, played special music and shared his tal-

ents.  Thank you, John. 

I also want to say thank you to all the soloists:  Bob Calliham; Kelly 

Wolfe, Kathleen Barnette, Joe Lane, Sue Russell, Sharon Rush, 

Sarah Babb, Mark Smith, Glen Rose, Dena Hensley, Terry 

Countermine, Patrice Wells, and more to come, who have shared 

their talents!   

I want to say thank you to Jackie Rose, Angie Huffine, Kim 

Jamerson and Madison Sexton for the children’s program we were 

able to have virtually. 

I want to say thank you to all the children for the wonderful Mystery 

Box pictures. 

I want to say thank you to all the behind-the-scenes people who have 

helped us – like our fabulous Trustee Committee. 

And I want to say thank you to all of you for your patience and sup-

port as we have tried something new with live-streaming our worship 

services.  What a blessing it has been to worship together during this 

time.  We will continue to live-stream our services even after we 

open up the church, so that people will have an opportunity to wor-

ship with us even when they cannot be present. 

       THANK YOU! 

       Pastor Karen 
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A NEW TOOL 

     I recently learned of a free service that allows churches to take an assessment of 

how their congregation is doing so that we can better serve you.  I want to say thank 

you to all of you who took the time to do the survey – I truly appreciate it. 

     The one downfall of the survey was that there was no place for explanations or 

comments, so I want to invite you to share those with me via phone: 540-239-9179, or 

email: kmlane2006@gmail.com.   

     One thing I am hoping we will start working on is Sunday school classes by Zoom 

and a Bible study, also by Zoom.  I am looking for leaders from each Sunday school 

class who would be willing to step forward and set up the Zoom meeting, so if you 

would be willing to do that, please let me know. 

     Also, if any of you would be interested in taking a Bible Study class together, please 

let me know that as well. 

     Your church family is here, ready to serve, so please, if you need anything, let us 
know.   

       Love and blessings, 

       Pastor Karen  

 

 

 

 

 

     Have fun this summer, 

 

     but stay safe! 

mailto:kmlane2006@gmail.com


Jonesborough United Methodist Church 

PO Box 115, Jonesborough, TN 37659 

JAMA Item for 

JUNE 

Canned or Dry Milk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please give generously 
to  

Jonesborough Area  
Ministerial Association  

 

 

 

 


