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DEVOTION 
 

Taken from “Jesus Calling” by Sarah Young 
Date: April 20; page 115 

 

 DO NOT BE AFRAID, for I am with you.  
Hear Me saying Peace, be still to your restless 
heart.  No matter what happens, I will never 
leave you or forsake you.  Let this assurance 
soak into your mind and heart, until you over-
flow with Joy.  Though the earth give way and 
the mountains fall into the heart of the sea, you 
need not fear! 
       
 The media relentlessly proclaims bad 
news:  for breakfast, lunch, and dinner.  A 
steady diet of their fare will sicken you.  In-
stead of focusing on fickle, ever-changing 
news broadcasts, tune in to the living Word – 
the One who is always the same.  Let Scrip-
ture saturate your mind and heart, and you will 
walk steadily along the path of Life.  Even 
though you don’t know what will happen tomor-
row, you can be absolutely sure of your ulti-
mate destination.  I hold you by your right 
hand, and afterward I will take you into Glory. 
 
Mark 4:39 (NKJV); Deuteronomy 31:6; Psalm 

46:2; Psalm 73:23-24 
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Dear Holston Friends, 

We are all in this together. Holston Conference has churches in three states with three 
different governors which causes a lot of confusion. The confusion is created when 
some government officials state that everything can be reopened by May 1, 2020. 
Other health and government officials have disagreed with that timetable. There are 
so many things that we still do not know about the Covid-19 Virus. We do know that 
certain populations are more at risk. We do know that social distancing is making a 
difference. We do know that persons may not have any symptoms of the virus, but 
may be spreading it to others. We do know that there is no vaccine or treatment to 
date. It is important not to quit, after we have come this far. We do know that a Life 
Care Facility in Athens, Tennessee has fifty residents who have the virus. That came 
from somewhere.      

Today in a Zoom meeting with the district superintendents, I learned that our United 
Methodist Churches are just as confused by the mixed messages as everybody else 
is. Please hear me. This is not an easy decision, but the Cabinet and I do not want our 
United Methodist Churches to be open at this time.  Lives in our communities need to 
be protected. This virus has taken the lives of little children, medical personnel, young 
adults, older adults, African Americans, Hispanic persons, those with compromised 
immune systems, and so many more. Our United Methodist Churches are not to be 
open. We will reopen our churches when it is safe to do so across the entire Confer-
ence. We all yearn to be able to gather together again.   

I have been to the funerals of two family members and they were very limited grave-
side services. I have spoken with Bishops in other denominations about the need to 
continue to practice sheltering in place.  They indicated that they were not going to re-
open their churches at this time as well. It is just difficult when there are competing 
reasons to reopen everything.   

As states begin to loosen “Stay at Home” orders and phase in the reopening of busi-
nesses and organizations, there will continue to be differing opinions on the best pro-
cess to follow that will keep communities safe while, at the same time, provide eco-
nomic stability.  As an Annual Conference, we are aware that many people in our 
churches will have differing opinions, too. 

 

       Continued on page 3 
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Continued from page 2 

Since the beginning of the Covid-19 pandemic, the Conference has worked to keep 

health and safety as the top priority when making decisions pertaining to church, dis-

trict, and conference activities. 

Keeping those priorities in mind while, at the same time, realizing a continued rise in 

the case numbers and deaths, and realizing that people can be carriers of the Covid-

19 virus without knowing it or exhibiting any symptoms, the Cabinet and I continue to 

believe that church buildings shall remain closed to the public until further notice. This 

applies not only to times of worship and church activities, but also to outside organiza-

tions as well, such as, but not limited to day cares, preschools, support groups (AA, 

NA, Al-Anon, Grief Share, Etc.), food pantries, and Scouts.  

I know that pastors are being pressured to reopen daycares for parents who are need-
ing to go back to work. Friends, our schools are closed across Tennessee, Virginia, 
and Georgia for a reason. I know that our United Methodist Churches are committed to 
doing incredible outreach in their communities.   
 

We understand that people are eager to worship together again. We also know the 
Holston Conference encompasses three different states in which the Governors of 
those states are not working on the same timeline for the reopening of their states. We 
feel the best decision for the Conference is to “reopen” in a unified and measured 
manner. Even then, it will not automatically be back to being fully open from the start. 
We will work on and submit guidelines to implement a gradual reopening so we can 
continue making the health and safety of our church people as well as our communi-
ties the highest priority. As Conference leadership, we do not take this responsibility 
lightly. We have to look at the bigger picture. 

We understand these are difficult times but we also know we have a witness in our 
communities even in these uncertain times. Thank you for the creative and innovative 
work you are doing to keep the church together during this time of separation. Your 
ministry is allowing the church to be a bright beacon of light to guide God’s people 
through this challenging time. 

Please know that your Cabinet and I are praying for the pastors and congregations 
across our beloved Holston. We trust that you are praying for us as well. 

 
God’s grace, mercy and peace are always more than sufficient, 

       Bishop Dindy Taylor 

       Holston Conference 

       The United Methodist Church 
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SCRIPTURE VERSE  

Psalm 23:4 (NIV) 
 
4 Even though I walk through the darkest valley,  

I will fear no evil, for you are with me; 

your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 

 

JAMA FOOD PANTRY 
 

 The JAMA Food Pantry has been busy throughout the 
month of April.  Starting on March 31, we started opening 
two days a week:  Tuesdays from 4 to 7 pm and Thursdays 
from 9 am to 12 noon.  We have been blessed with amazing 
volunteers, as well as lots of food and monetary donations.  
We have served 167 families during the first four weeks of 
being open two days a week (which is 50 more than we 
served the month before) and we have seen a lot of new cli-
ents as well.  We are still in need of food, monetary dona-
tions, and volunteers as we continue to serve all of Wash-
ington County during this time. 
 
 We are grateful to volunteers from First Baptist who 
worked our first two Tuesdays; to the volunteers who saw 
the live-stream interview on WJHL; to all the shoppers and 
shelf-stockers who have helped out; to the town of Jones-
borough and the Senior Center for collecting food; and to all 
of you who have given.  It definitely has been a team effort. 
 
 If you would like to make a donation, we ask that you 
send it to the church and mark the check for JAMA.  All the 
shoppers are members of JUMC and that makes it easier 
for us to get food to fill our shelves. 
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Our thanks and prayers go out to all our mili-
tary veterans and their families. Your service 
and sacrifice are greatly appreciated. 

 

Barnard Davis (US Army) - Susan Miller’s nephew 

Caleb Wade (US Army) - Rupe & Ella Billions’ grandson 

Cody Hallberg (US Air Force) - Lee & Nancy Hallberg’s grandson 

Todd White - (US Army) - Doug & Donna Barnes Bennett’s son-in-law 

Mickey Teasner (US Navy) 

Lauren Bennett (US Army Reserve) 

Jake DeMatteo  (Army)  

Steven David Hunt (US Army Reserve) 

Brian Ehlschlager (US Army) 

Shawn Allison (US Marines) 

Eric Bull (US Air Force Reserve) - Don & Barbara Bull’s grandson 

Cheyenne Pandar (US Marines) 

Johnathon Daffron (US Marines) 

Jon Cochran (U.S. Ranger) - Billy & Gail Lewis’ cousin 

Michael Fritz (US Army) - Mary Ann Clark’s son-in-law 

CHURCH FAMILY NEWS 

Sympathy to the families of: George Martin, who passed away March 24; 

Sarah Lucille Esser, who passed away April 1; Mildred Cooper, who 

passed away April 4; and Beulah Sells, who passed away April 8. 

 

(If you have news of births, deaths, awards, etc., which you would like to have 

included here, please contact the office with the details.) 
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MAY MISSION 

BACKPACKS FOR LIBERIA 

 As plans for Annual Conference are in limbo, along with much of life 

in our country, we are still mindful of our hands-on mission project.  The 

backpacks we supply to our schools in Liberia remain our focus this 

month.  Fortunately, we were able to order the materials for fifty back-

packs well before this virus crisis hit, so the materials to fill the backpacks 

are ready, and we will have volunteers to pack them.   

 Remember, Liberia is a country where 85% of the population lives 

on less than $1.25 a day, and they are only too aware of what a virus-

produced epidemic can do. With a literacy rate of about 60% and tuition in 

the underfunded public schools beyond their reach, the United Methodist 

Church plays an important role in educating Liberian children through 18 

high schools, 22 junior highs, and 16 elementary schools.  These schools 

desperately need the supplies we provide each year. 

 Our mission group was careful to buy wisely, and we’re sure you 
won’t miss the hunt for compasses, protractors, chalk, and the other sup-
plies.  The rulers were donated by Gail Daffron, who is a master shopper.  
We know it’s a difficult time in the life of all of us, but we are charged to re-
member all the world’s children.  Each backpack and its shipping costs 
can be paid for by a $25 donation, but any amount you can spare would 
be helpful.  And the history of Liberia shows the church’s responsibility for 

helping its future. Please give generously during May.  



Jonesborough United Methodist Church 

PO Box 115, Jonesborough, TN 37659 

JAMA Item for 

MAY 

Self-rising flour, 

Sugar and Cornmeal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please give generously 
to  

Jonesborough Area  
Ministerial Association  

 

BUSY TIMES AT 

JAMA FOOD PANTRY 


