
    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 JANUARY 2020 
HIGHLIGHTS 

 
P2 Save the Date 
     Scripture Verse 
     Evangelism 
     Baptism 
 
P3 Looking Ahead 
     Church Family News 
     Military 
 
P4 Children’s Christmas 
Program 
     Adventure Kids  
                                                                                                                                            
P5 Resurrection 2020 
     Monthly Mission 
     Financial Peace U. 
       
P6 Busy Hands 
     Wednesday Night Light 
 
P7 CYB Group 
 
P8 Sarah Mayes Circle 
     Sisters of Faith                        
                                                                                    
P9 New Members 
       
P10 Appalachian Christmas 
 
P11 Men’s BBS 
     Retirement Celebration 
     
P12 JAMA Item 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The Pathfinder 

Jonesborough United Methodist Church 

PO Box 115, 211 West Main Street, Jonesborough, TN 37659 

Phone: 423-753-3942, Fax 423-753-9193 

 

 

Music for Life:  the African Children’s Choir 

 

On January 21, the African Children’s Choir will be arriving at JUMC.  
Seventeen children and eight adults will be staying with us for three 
nights, housed by church members.   

They will arrive on Tuesday afternoon where they will be paired up 
with their host families.  On Wednesday, they will prepare for their 
concert which will happen at 7 pm on Wednesday evening.  This is a 
free concert open to the church and community so please invite your 
friends to attend.  It will be amazing.  We will take a love offering 
during the concert for the choir.   

On Thursday they will return to the church for school.  Each evening 
they will return to their host families.  If you’d like to be a host family 
or help with the concert please see Pastor Karen.  We need six fam-
ilies to host children and chaperones and one family (I believe this is 
covered) to host the bus driver. 

The African Children’s Choir melts the hearts of audiences with their 

charming smiles, beautiful voices and lively African songs and danc-

es. The program features well-loved children’s songs, traditional 

Spirituals and rhythmic Gospel favorites.  In spite of the tragedy that 

has marred their young lives, the children are radiant with hope, mu-

sically gifted and always wonderfully entertaining.  The offering goes 

to support this ministry as each student that sings in the choir is 

promised an education all the way through high school and even 

beyond.   
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SAVE THE DATE 

 

Jan 8 Wednesday Night 

Light begins 

Jan 22 African Children’s 

Choir 

Jan 24-26 Resurrection 

for Youth 

 

 

 

 

SCRIPTURE VERSE  

2 Corinthians 5:17 (CEB) 

So then, if anyone is in Christ, that person is part of the new cre-

ation.  The old things have gone away, and look, new things have 

arrived! 

 

EVANGELISM AT THE 
JONESBOROUGH CHRISTMAS PARADE 

     The Evangelism Committee was excited to hand out 500 chocolate 

Santas and other candy on Saturday, December 14, at the Jones-

borough Christmas Parade.  Our smiling faces and the joy of God’s 

love were shared with the community in this outreach. 

     Thank you to everyone who donated candy for this fun project. 

  

Baptism of Charles and Catherine Palmer 
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LOOKING 

AHEAD 

Feb 26 Ash Wednes-

day Services 

 

 

Our thanks and prayers go out to all our mil-

itary veterans and their families. Your ser-
vice and sacrifice are greatly appreciated. 

 

Barnard Davis (US Army) - Susan Miller’s nephew 

Caleb Wade (US Army) - Rupe & Ella Billions’ grandson 

Cody Hallberg (US Air Force) - Lee & Nancy Hallberg’s grandson 

Todd White - (US Army) - Doug & Donna Barnes Bennett’s son-in-law 

Mickey Teasner (US Navy) 

Lauren Bennett (US Army Reserve) 

Jake DeMatteo  (Army)  

Steven David Hunt (US Army Reserve) 

Brian Ehlschlager (US Army) 

Shawn Allison (US Marines) 

 

CHURCH FAMILY NEWS 

Congratulations to Bill and Barbara Wildman on the birth of their second 

grandson; to Debbie Myers on the birth of her first great-grandson, and to 

Don Bull on the birth of his second great-grandson. 

 

(If you have news of births, deaths, awards, etc., which you would like to have 

included here, please contact the office with the details.) 
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CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PROGRAM 

     The Children’s Christmas program was great!  We could not have asked for a 
better performance by the kids.  The songs, the narration, and the actions were all 
fantastic.  The Nativity characters really added to the program.  We were able to 
include all our kids — even the babies! 

      A big THANK YOU to everyone who helped.  Our Wednesday night help crew 
has been awesome.  Thanks to Starlene for design of the colorful red shirts.  This 
year, bucket drums were introduced.  Thank you also to Patrick Ward and Andrew 
Huffine for their leadership.  

      Thanks to all the parents, grandparents, aunts and uncles, and anyone else 
who helped get the kids to church.  We are truly blessed to have such a great 
bunch of kids in our church family. 

 

ADVENTURE KIDS 2020 

Our 2020 Adventure Kids program begins on Wednesday, January 8.  We’ll be studying the 

life of Jesus as He grows up.  There will be songs, crafts, special desserts, puppets, rhythm 

sticks, drums, etc.  Lots of Action!!!  Please mark your calendars today. 



 5 

 

RESURRECTION 2020 

Resurrection is an awesome annual event of worship and spiritual growth for youth 
and youth mentors.  Each year over 12,000 come together, from across the Holston 
Conference, in Pigeon Forge, TN, to celebrate the God of The Resurrection.  Through 
inspirational words and music led by nationally known speakers and musicians, young 
people encounter the Lord in new and deeper ways.   

Please pray for our youth as they attend this event January 24-26.  Pastor Karen will 
go with our youth – we thank Patrice Wells for filling in for her that Sunday. 

 

MONTHLY MISSION 
Isaiah 117 House 

 The Isaiah 117 House provides a comforting home where children who have just been 
removed from their homes can be brought to wait for a foster home.  The Isaiah House pro-
vides a safe place with friendly and loving volunteers, along with clean clothes, smiles, toys, 
and snuggly blankets.  This space allows children to receive the comfort and care they need 
while the DCS staff work to find them a good foster home. 

 One of these homes is located right here in Jonesborough, serving the children of 
Washington County.  Please consider making a donation this month or becoming a monthly 
donor as we seek to care for these children together. 

 Isaiah 1:17 says:  “Defend the cause of the fatherless.”  The Isaiah 117 House believes 
this is God’s call for this ministry. 

 

FINANCIAL PEACE UNIVERSITY 

     Never worry about money again with Financial Peace University (FPU)!  It’s the 

proven plan to help you master budgeting, beat debt, and live the life of your dreams!  

     Through nine lessons rooted in biblical wisdom, your FPU group will learn from 

Dave Ramsey and his team of financial experts.  FPU includes your member work-

book and other exclusive on-line benefits through a free year of Financial Peace mem-

bership. 

     Contact Bobby or Libby Shipley at 423-260-099 for more information. 

 



 6 

 

BUSY HANDS 

 

 

At the right are the isolette covers made  

with love by the Busy Hands group for Nis-

wonger Children’s Hospital. 

Below are the ladies holding their beautiful 

creations. 

 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT LIGHT 

     Our Wednesday Night Light meals and Bible studies will begin January 8, with 

wonderful food by Lynda; Adventure Kids; Youth Group and Adult Studies.  Pastor 

Karen will lead Disciple Fast-Track: Luke and Acts.  (Please pick up your book by 

January 2, so you can start reading your first lesson.) 

     Bobby and Libby Shipley will lead Financial Peace, and Patrice Wells will lead a 

book group. 

     Stay tuned for more details in the weekly bulletin. 
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COUNT YOUR BLESSINGS GROUP 

     In December, the CYB Group enjoyed a luncheon at the Eureka Inn — and 

a good time was had by all! 

     On January 9, we’ll be in town again, at Main Street Café.  We’re request-

ing that folks arrive at 11 am when it opens, to improve our chances of being 

seated together in the back. 

     Come join us for good food and fellowship! 
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SARAH MAYES CIRCLE 

The Sarah Mayes Circle will gather on Tuesday, January 14, at 2 pm, in 
the Good News Fellowship Hall to plan for 2020.  All women in the church 
are welcome at this meeting.   

The Sarah Mayes Circle is a group of United Methodist Women who meet  
monthly to fellowship together; love one another; learn together and par-
ticipate in missions together.  Charlene Cleveland is the president and 
would be happy to share more about this group with you.   

 

WELCOME 2020 FROM THE SISTERS OF FAITH 

 

January starts a busy month for the Sisters. We’re beginning to work on our Annu-

al Spring Craft Show in April. Jeri Jones will be organizing the event, along with 

Pam Johnson. Michelle Basel will be coordinating the Silent Auction. This is just 

one of the Sisters’ successful mission projects. 

 

The Pavilion is waiting for good weather for the excavation and concrete work. 

Once that is finished, the work should progress a little faster. 

 

The Sisters’ meeting will be on Thursday, January 9, in the church fellowship hall.  

The agenda is “movie night” and snacks will be furnished by the Sisters. If you’re 

interested in attending, please let one of the Sisters know so we can plan on the 

snacks. 

 

We welcome any new members who wish to attend. Information will be in the Sun-

day bulletin, and you may call Claudia Randolph, 423-202-2409, for any further 

information and for the address of the home where the meeting will be held. 

 

      Blessings for the New Year! 

      Claudia Randolph 
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PLEASE WELCOME OUR NEW MEMBERS . . . 

     Phil Cole was born and raised in Elizabethton, joined the Navy at 16, 

and was sworn in on his 17th birthday! After his military service, he 

worked for Delta Airlines in Atlanta for 33 years. He married his wife, Liz, 

in 1992. They have one son, Patrick, and two beautiful granddaughters, 

Baylee and Madalyn. They also have two German shepherd fur-babies, 

Winston and Jojo.   

     Liz was born and raised in Memphis and attended Memphis State Uni-

versity. In the early 80’s, she moved to Georgia and worked for AT&T as 

an OSS engineer, leaving the company after 16 years. She then worked 

for the Henry County Police Department, as their quartermaster and honor guard bugler, and 

was also part of their chaplaincy program, until her retirement in 2018. 

     In April, 2019, Phil and Liz moved to Jonesborough, and have found their church home 

with us at JUMC, where they both sing in the choir.  Both are also pilots, love music, and enjoy 

riding their motorcycles. Liz loves to cruise, while Phil enjoys working on antique airplanes, 

antique cars, and trucks. Liz plays her trumpet with Bugles Across America and the Johnson 

City Community Concert Band.  Their travels have included trips to Honduras, the Philippines, 

Nicaragua and Spanish Wells, Bahamas. 

     They will be joining the church on December 22, so be sure to make them welcome. 

****************************************************** 

     Fred and Gale Roy joined JUMC on December 15. They moved here from Rhode Island af-

ter their retirement. They have one son and two grandchildren 

living in Connecticut. Both worked at AT Cross. Gale was there 

32 years, finishing her career as a production supervisor, and 

Fred was a production manager. They were fortunate to have 

lived in Ireland for two years with Cross. Fred later worked for 

United Technologies as a product manager. 

     When they retired seven years ago, Fred and Gale moved to 

Florida, spending three years on the west coast near Port Char-

lotte and three years on the east coast near West Palm Beach. 

Summers were spent in Whitefield, NH. They found Rhode Island to be too cold and too ex-

pensive to live and Florida too hot, so they moved to Tennessee in February and absolutely 

love it! They enjoy the more perfect climate and being surrounded by very warm and hospita-

ble people. 

     They have a small alpaca farm at 133 Hartmantown Road in Jonesborough, and invite all to 

come and visit.  They love the church, and especially Pastor Karen! 

     We’re pleased to have you here, Fred and Gale. 
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PICTURES FROM APPALACHIAN CHRISTMAS 
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Hear Ye!  Hear Ye!  Hear Ye! 

Wanted: all JUMC men  

Come and enjoy BBs on  

Saturday, January11; 9 to10 am 

JUMC Fellowship Hall 

********************************** 

Breakfast 
Bible (a short devotional) 

Socializing 

 

RETIREMENT CELEBRATION 

     Join us Sunday, January 12, during worship and with a 

meal after the second service, as we celebrate Mary Ann’s 

ministry at JUMC as our amazing, wonderful Youth Direc-

tor.  She has touched and continues to touch countless 

lives. She has guided our youth into a more committed re-

lationship with Jesus Christ. She has shared her servant’s 

heart with the youth and taught them to take care of the 

least, the last, and the lost. She has been a vessel for 

God’s love, sharing that love with each and every youth 

with whom she’s come in contact. 

     We rejoice with her in her retirement, while also shed-

ding tears as she will be greatly missed as our Youth Di-

rector.  We love you, Miss Mary Ann! 



Jonesborough United Methodist Church 

PO Box 115, Jonesborough, TN 37659 

 

JAMA Item for 
JANUARY 

FLOUR, SUGAR & CORNMEAL 

 

Please give generously 

to  

Jonesborough Area  

Ministerial Association  

 

2020 

 


