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WOOD

Wood 8 have you thought much about it? Wood comprises many of
the things we have around us. The Communion table is made of
wood, nicely constructed, sanded smooth, stained, varnished and
waxed, as are the podiums and the pews. At home, tables and
chairs etc., are all made up with wood.

As someone who works with wood, | have come to appreciate taking
the rough piece of a tree, cutting it to the size | need, sanding the
roughness away so that it has a silky texture and feel to it, staining

it a rich color and preserving that color with varnish or polyure-
thane.

s t m§ But wood has an ugly side too!

Jesusd | ife ended on two pieces
not finely sanded or stained. It was rough, jagged and splintery.
Most of us have seen the movie  The Passion of the Christ
graphic bloodletting in it is anywhere near accurate, how painful it
must have been for that cross t
shoulders for His trudging walk to Calvary. Then He is stripped of
His garments and placed against the rough, jagged, splintery wood
rubbing or grinding on those open festering scourge wounds.

did this for me and for you!
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Jesus humbled Himself to the point of death but His path began at
His birth. He humbled Hi mself at
Christmas story é o0Ye shall find
clothes and | ying dlukedl2manger 6 (
The manger, what a soft sounding, nice word. Most Nativity sets

show the Baby Jesusin ahay -filled square wooden box with x sup-
ports for the legs. In reality, the manger was a feeding trough where
several different kinds of animals went to feed. Animal saliva

dripped into it, feed not completely eaten was left to mold, with ro-

dent droppings in it. This is where Mary and Joseph had to lay the
Baby Jesus (hopefully they had some clean straw to put in it, but

then again maybe not). Humbling to think that our Savior had to

start His earthly life this way. How many of us cringe or get a chill

just thinking about it? He did this for me and for you!

So during these Holy Days and holidays, say a prayer of thanks to

and for our King that humbl ed Hi
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SCRI PTURE VERSE

|l saiah 9:o( NRSVhild has been|born f
en to us; authority rests upomp Hi s ¢
Wonder ful Counselor, Mighty G¢d, Eve
Peaoe.

SAVE THE |DATE

DecHanging of the EVANGELI S M

Greens at 8:M¥5 am ser -

vl BE The Evangelism Committee and ol unt e
DecChi l@renr|jlsandi ng out 1,000 oat meal creme pi e:c
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am
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Chri stmas at

DecJAMA Chri
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Wedb e already | ooking f elrawadidn g|oo wtur

chocol ate at the Jonesborough|Chri st
DecembeEvddAyone can help donatle towa

We ask that you send in individuall\
day chocol ate and place in the¢ coll e
Sunday, De P¢ mlasre Tmake sure thpep choc
freel

Al so, all are welcome to come|help I
t he paThaidse!i s a wonder ful way |to sha

a Jjoyous event!




CHURCH FAMI LY NEWS

Condol ences to Stuart Lumsden jon t he

(I'f you have news of births, deaths,
LooK|I Ndto have published here, please| conta
AHEAD
JAMA Christmas Concert
JanwW&8dnesdapJoin us on December 4, at 6:30 pm, for our annua
Ni ght Light|[BRdPdiimd Church. Beauti ful music will be |shared b
wi || coll ect canned goods and take an of{fering f
Jan A2 i can |[€Chal - Associ ation) Food Pantry, which serlves over
dr &n Choi r
Jan -2288esurrpction

for Youth

Our thanks and prayerg go ou

——ey itary veterans and their families. Your ser -

vice and sacrifice argqg great
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Mi ckey TEeaS nkavy)

Lauren BlEeWhreArtmy Reserve)
Jake De MaArtneyo)

Steven DayuU& KHumy Reserve)
Brian Ehl(SUd®!| Agry)

Shawn Al NUISsMarines)




HANGI NG OF THE GREENS SERVI CE
On December 1, we wil|l have a spec¢i al H
Service at the 8: 4% lanhisneirsvhi cdee.c orYdet i ng
church while | earning more about vhy we
tias and certain ornaments during]|this
Christmadl sWeg Christmaéd|l Cahaaokesaangdewt
appearance from Anna who, | i ke us | was
chil d.
Luke 238:6There was al so a tpireo pdhaautg,h-Ann
ter of Phanuel, of the tribe of|] Asher
age, having |ived with her husbgnd se
marri dffeh,en as a widow to -fberagf§hef e
never | eft the temple but worshilped t
prayer ni ght®®Aatnd hdaaty .moment she dame a
gan to praise God and totespaak a&bout
were | ooking for the redemptifon of
COUNT YOUR BLESSI NGS GROUP
Qur senior fellowship, the CYB gropup, V
Eureka I nn on Thursday, December | 2, at
get our reservation in by Sunday, Decen
Sharon Moo926&aQ@5 428 make your reservat.i
Pl ease watch the church bull etin or f
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Gr ewi ni stry Program
i mgogvi amm, Us t héewiQhlr ibset nBausn
he second service It wi
S . The congregation wil/
hymnal!! The kids have
s year, bucket drums, wil
baby Jesus! There wild/
performance, it is al ways

dSatyo, r yD e
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The annual Appal acfal amgChvi il $t im&s h®il mWlg o
cemberd learllty this year because there af
and Chri st mas. During this busy time o
songs of this joyous season.¥elhjici nmad It
singing, |l aughing, and celebrating the
snowfall that covered our town.

The youth wildl be sponsoring a soup and
5:30. A special of fering wil/| be taken
Mar k your calendars and join us for a s
be thankful for!
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OPERATI
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