The Pathfinder
Jonesborough United Methodist Church
PO Box 115, 211 West Main Street, Jonesborough, TN 37659
Phone: 423-753-3942, Fax 423-753-9193
Web site: www.jnsbrumc.org
E-mail: jonesboroughumc@gmail.com

Committees in the Church: Get Involved!
AUGUST 2019
HIGHLIGHTS
P2 Save the Date
Scripture Verse
Sarah Mayes Circle
P3 Looking Ahead
Church Family News
Military Service
P4 Evangelism Outreach
Backpack Blessing &
Promotion Sunday
Summer Sermon Series
P5 New Members
Sisters of Faith
P6 Diane’s Closet
Youth News
P7 Superheroes at JUMC
P8 Superheroes
(continued)
Jots from Jane
P9 CYB
Children’s Pool Party
P10 Monthly Mission
JAMA Item

In August, your Nomination Committee will start meeting to work
on our committee for 2020. Many of the Committees are in panels of
three years, so if you are asked to come on the panel of 2022, it
means you are agreeing to start serving in January 2020 and continue
serving until December 2022. Below you will find a little information about most of our committees. Please let Pastor Karen know
where you are interested in serving!
The Board of Trustees takes care of the Property. They are responsible
for the upkeep, repairs, additions and management of all our church campus properties which includes the Main Church, the Youth House, the Red
Door and the Good News Fellowship Hall. They are also responsible for
making sure we have adequate insurance, and are also charged with maintaining the facilities for ministry use.
The Parsonage Committee is responsible for the upkeep, repairs and management of the parsonage.
The Evangelism Committee develops our church’s ministry of making
disciples of Jesus Christ. Some tangible ways we do this are with welcome
bags, popsicles at the July 4th parade and cookies at the Christmas parade.
The Finance and Stewardship Committee is responsible for funding the
ministry and operations of the Church. They produce the annual budget,
monitor spending and giving, and promote the best stewardship practices
as part of our Christian discipleship.
The Memorial Committee handles all Memorial Gifts given to the church
and the distributing of them.
The Nominations Committee selects leaders for the various offices of the
church, matching skills and spiritual gifts with needed leadership qualities
for various positions.
Continued on page 2
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SCRIPTURE VERSE
Ephesians 4:32 (ESV) “Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another as God in Christ forgave you.”
SAVE THE DATE
Aug 11 Backpack
blesssing
Aug 18-25 Family
Promise

SARAH MAYES CIRCLE
The Sarah Mayes Circle will have a unit picnic with the Sisters of
Faith. Date and time are yet to be determined. Watch the bulletin and The Pathfinder for further details.

Committees in the Church (continued from page 1)
The Missions Committee leads our church in outreach to the poor, hungry,
and destitute through a variety of projects such as: our monthly missions;
JAMA item of the Month; feeding the students at ETSU; OCC boxes; Rise
Against Hunger meal packing.
The Staff/Parish Relations Committee serves as the personnel committee for
the church, overseeing hiring, retiring, and terminating all paid staff, as well
as the care and well-being of the staff and being a liaison between them and
the congregation.
The Worship Committee works with the pastor to plan and implement the
worship life of the congregation, including two weekly Sunday Services, and
all special services.
The Church Decoration Committee is responsible for seasonal decoration of
the church sanctuary and narthex, keeping in mind the historical nature of our
building, and selecting items appropriate for our worship space.
The Communications Team is in charge of the newsletter, website, Facebook
page and other forms of communication that help keep our congregation connected and informed.
The Church History Team cares for the memories of our congregation. We
will be 200 years old in 2022, so we will be working on ways to celebrate this
amazing milestone.
The Hospitality Team is responsible for providing meals or receptions for
funerals of church members.
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CHURCH FAMILY NEWS
LOOKING
AHEAD
Sep 7 Diane’s Closet
Sep 11 Wednesday
Night Light
Sep 11 Adventure
Kids

We extend a heartfelt thank you to our JUMC family. The outpouring of prayers,
cards, food, emails, and phone calls humbled us. Your love and support helped
us through a very challenging time. Our church is truly a caring place. We are so
happy to be home. Terry & Sandy Countermine
We extend our sympathy to Raegan Johnson in the death of her mom; Debbie
Myers in the death of her husband George; and Lavon Flanary in the death of
her mom.
Rupe and Elouise Billions wanted to share their new address:
The Arbors #132
15255 Ira Hoffman Lane
Culpeper Va. 22701

Our thanks and prayers go out to all our
military veterans and their families. Your
service and sacrifice are greatly appreciated.
Barnard Davis (US Army) - Susan Miller’s nephew
Caleb Wade (US Army) - Rupe & Ella Billions’ grandson
Cody Hallberg (US Air Force) - Lee & Nancy Hallberg’s grandson
Todd White - (US Army) - Doug & Donna Barnes Bennett’s son-in-law
Mickey Teasner (US Navy)
Lauren Bennett (US Army Reserve)
Jake DeMatteo (Army)
Steven David Hunt (US Army Reserve)
Brian Ehlschlager (US Army)
Shawn Allison (US Marines)
Eric Bull (US Air Force Reserve) - Don & Barbara Bull’s grandson
Cheyenne Pandar (US Marines)
Jon Cochran (U.S. Ranger) - Billy & Gail Lewis’ cousin
Adam Daffron (US Marines) - Wiley & Gail Daffron’s nephew
Michael Fritz (US Army) - Mary Ann Clark’s son-in-law
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EVANGELISM OUTREACH
“Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and
running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be
measured to you.” Luke 6:38
The Evangelism Committee took to the streets, handing out 1,500 popsicles — as well
as a little bit of God’s love — during the Jonesborough Days Festival. They were a huge
hit during the hot days! The experience and outreach was an all-around blessing for
everyone!

BACKPACK BLESSING & PROMOTION SUNDAY
On Sunday, August 11, at both services, we will celebrate the Blessing of the Backpacks and Promotion Sunday. Special tags will be
given to the kids and youth!

Our Summer Sermon Series
“The Adventures of Jesus of Nazareth: the Gospel of Mark”
Mark's Gospel was originally written to be delivered orally. The text is actionpacked. Each week we will explore one incredible scene together.
In July, we talked about what kind of faith we are showing, hardness of heart, and
how Jesus stills our storms. In August we will be sharing how Jesus told the man who
was cured of his demons to go home and tell his friends; about Jesus’ compassion for
the 5,000 who were hungry both spiritually and physically; about the unclean things that
come out of us and about what good it is to gain everything in life when it means losing
our soul.
And then we will finish the series with three weeks in September which will include:
asking Jesus to help our unbelief, seeking to serve, and learning to love God and our
neighbor.
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NEW MEMBERS
Susan Fowler grew up in South Carolina and attended the University of Tennessee. Her husband, Darrell, grew up in Albany, GA and attended Georgia Tech. They met in Woodstock, GA and were married and saw both children born in the
Atlanta area. They moved with Jack and Katherine to Hagerstown, Maryland in 1998. There they built a Waffle House franchise company, spanning western Maryland, the panhandle of
West Virginia and Franklin County, Pennsylvania. Darrell
bought a Chick-fil-A franchise in 2011 and moved the family
to Johnson City.
They have been members of Duluth, Wesley and Munsey Methodist congregations. Susan enjoys gardening and is a skilled dog-whisperer. Darrell enjoys music, movies and sports. They
moved to downtown Jonesborough in March of 2018.
Susan and Darrell joined JUMC on June 30, 2019 by transfer of membership from Munsey
UMC. We welcome them to the JUMC family.

SISTERS OF FAITH
Sisters of Faith welcomes the month of August with news of the Pavilion. The Trustees
have suggested we increase the size to 24’ x 30’ to accommodate more of the church
members at one time, so that we will not have to expand at a later date. This was approved at the Historical Meeting of Jonesborough.
We are ready to proceed with construction, so watch out! It won’t be long before we
get the new Pavilion under way. Thank you to Kim Jamerson for organizing and subbing out this work.
Thank you to Libby Shipley for having the Sisters of Faith meeting at your home and
for opening up the pool for all the kids.
All are welcome at our meetings and we are always open to new members. Check
your bulletin for monthly meeting dates and locations, since we meet at different
homes.
Blest be the tie that binds our heart in Christian love.
Claudia Randolph, President
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DIANE’S CLOSET
It’s time to dig in and clean out those overflowing
closets!
Once again, Diane’s Closet will be held on Saturday, September 7, from 10 am until 2 pm, in the
Good News Fellowship Hall. Donations of fall
and winter clothing will be accepted at the Good
News Fellowship Hall from 2 to 7 pm on Wednesday, September 4, and from 10 am to 4 pm on
Thursday, September 5.
Those wishing to help with set-up, sorting and/or
clean-up are requested to contact Sharon Moore,
926-0605.

YOUTH NEWS
What a remarkable team came together to fulfill part of the financial goal for Mission Trip 2020! So
many youth and adults gave of their time to park cars during Jonesborough Days. The hours – 8 am to
7:30 pm Thursday, Friday, and Saturday – were
long and hot! But there was no complaining, just
lots of fun and laughter.
Free parking, with respect and gratitude, was
shown to each veteran or anyone serving on active duty.
As a result of the effort shown by so many,
Team JUMC raised $3,361. As is the custom,
one tenth will be given to the church with the remainder going into the Youth Mission fund.
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REAL LIVE SUPERHEROES AT JUMC
Recently, I had the pleasure of interviewing two of our Family Promise volunteers, Betty Durman and
Nancy Rhea, to learn exactly what they do to provide for the needs of our guests. Here is what we
learned . . .
How long have you been volunteering for Family Promise?
Betty has been volunteering for 12 years while Nancy has volunteered for 5 years.
What is your role? Each time we host homeless families, we set up rooms to look like motel rooms
with clean linens, bedside tables, lamps, flashlights, extension cords and clocks. We assemble toiletry
bags with toothbrush and toothpaste, wipes and Kleenex. We even provide special heartwarming gifts,
like handmade blankets for infants. We have a team of 8-10 church members that help with washing all
the dirty linens, folding them and returning them to the church for the next group of guests.
How many hours does it take you to manage a one-week stay? Betty and Nancy spend 10 hours in
church working to organize all the materials. A group of 8-10 church members volunteer to take home
bags of dirty linens, wash, fold and return it 3 days later. That’s an additional 6 hours of work.
How many sheets has your team washed?
Each guest needs a mattress pad, fitted sheet, top sheet, blanket, pillow cover and pillow case. We also
provide a towel and wash cloth. Quick math reveals that over the years these volunteers have processed over 6,144 individual items.
How do you get supplies?
Originally the supplies were donated but over the years we needed to replace items as they became
worn. There are two sources for financial support. The church budgets $300 annually and Ayirs Foundation contributes $500.
Who preceded you in organizing this program?
Sandi Hartwick-Mauk was the original manager of the linen team and she organized the process. She
was the most meticulous, detailed-oriented, most organized person I have ever met. Sadly, she passed
from breast cancer about six years ago. It was her dream to treat family promise guests like royalty instead of homeless people. Sandi was a doer and full of great ideas on how to raise money for cancer
and the homeless.
What improvements would you like to see?
We need a storage area for missions in general. If we had more money for the program, we would buy
standardized stackable bedside tables that are easier to move, standardized lamps, batteries, Clorox
wipes, paper towels, garbage bags (used to pack up dirty linens) and large zip lock bags for packaging
clean sets of linens.
What have you learned from volunteering for Family Promise?
We have learned a lot about ourselves and each other. We were raised in families with brothers. Betty
was raised by a single mother and states, “you either get the job done or you die”. Nancy is devastated
to know that there are so many homeless families right here in our community. The program is really
strict and will only accept those that are motivated to change and want to help improve their circumstances. We can help them do that. Can you imagine moving your family to a new church every week?
I feel gratitude knowing that I have a home and a bed to provide rest. Being reminded of these simple
blessings brings me peace.
Continued on page 8
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SUPERHEROES (continued from page 7)
What makes this program fun or interesting?
We enjoy working with each other. We laugh and our friendship developed. We have met wonderful
people and leave knowing that we have made a big difference in the lives of others.
What would you like to see from us as a congregation to support Family Promise?
It would be great if we had more people to help. We have a great group of volunteers who show up
every time we need workers, however, sometimes we need help in the form of support, muscle power,
money and prayer. We need a reservoir of people that can fill in during our vacations or illnesses.
Does being appreciated make a difference to you?
No, we are both from the education world. Many years of teaching taught us that self-gratification is our
payment.
Are there any last words of wisdom you would like to share with your church family? Thank you
for the support. We know it’s an inconvenience for some, so we appreciate your tolerance.
Please include in your prayers, that God bless the hands, hearts and minds of Betty and Nancy.
These women have helped change the lives of so many families that have come through our
Family Promise program. Thank you for your work.
Be Well,
Diane Roche

JOTS FROM JANE
During a recent conversation, my 14 year-old granddaughter told me that her years of not drinking
milk had caught up with her! She has started on calcium supplements like her grandmother. Calcium
is one of the most important minerals in the body, and most is stored in your bones. It is a vital mineral
that strengthens your teeth, bones, and even your heart function. The general reference range for a
normal blood calcium level in adults is between 8.6 and 10.2 milligram per deciliter (mg/dL). This is
determined on a routine blood draw.
RECOMMENDED DAILY CALCIUM INTAKE – INSTITUE OF MEDICINE, 2011
Women Age 19-50 1000 RDA mg/day,
Age 50+
1200 RDA mg/day
Men
Age 19-70 1000 RDA mg/day
Age 70+
1200 RDA mg/day
Good sources of calcium include milk, hot chocolate, yogurt, oranges, orange juice fortified with calcium, and fish including salmon, sardines, mackerel, crustaceans, pike and herring, bread fortified with
calcium, cheese, and vegetables including broccoli, collard greens, turnip greens, and spinach. It’s better to get calcium and vitamin D requirements from food rather than supplements, however, if your
levels are low, your doctor will recommend them.
1 Corinthians 10:31 So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.

Blessings,
Jane Turner, Parish Nurse
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COUNT YOUR BLESSINGS GROUP
CYB enjoyed a delicious lunch at One Acre Café, with the added joy of giving a
little extra so others may eat. We enjoyed a great time of fellowship filled with laughter. Everyone left with big smiles, looking forward to our August luncheon, which will
be at O’Charley’s.

For August only, we changed the day to Wednesday so we could take advantage of
O’Charley’s free pie promotion on that day. We will meet on Wednesday, August 7,
for a noon reservation. Those wishing to ride the bus should meet in the church parking lot at 11:30 am. See you there!

CHILDREN’S POOL PARTY!!!
Be sure to mark your calendars for Wednesday, August 14 – 5:30 – 7 pm at Ridgeview pool in Jonesborough! We will have our always fun pool party.
Pizza, water, dessert will be provided. Parents MUST ATTEND, no drop-offs, please!
Event will be WEATHER PERMITTING!

Last year’s party with
lots of happy kids!

MONTHLY MISSION
RISE AGAINST HUNGER
Rise Against Hunger’s mission is to end hunger by providing
food (at only 35 cents per meal) and life-changing aid to the
world’s most vulnerable and creating a global commitment to
mobilize the necessary resources.

JAMA Item for
AUGUST
Canned Fruit

After we raise the necessary funds – we are lhoping to raise over
$3,000 this year—we will having a meal-packing party for ages
4 – 94 where we will put together over 10,000 meals in two
hours to send around the world.
“The food may look like a simple bag of rice and soy, but Rise
Against Hunger meals represent the hopes and dreams of people
worldwide. Our volunteers are the heart of our mission to end
hunger by 2030 and we could not send millions of meals around
the globe each year without you. Since 2005, our volunteer
groups have packaged nearly 500 million meals.”
Watch the newsletter and bulletin for our Packing Party Date in
October. You won’t want to miss it!

Jonesborough United Methodist Church
PO Box 115, Jonesborough, TN 37659

Please give generously
to
Jonesborough Area
Ministerial Association.

