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Meet Mary Ann Clark, our Youth Director  
 

     Mary Ann has been our Youth Minister for 19 years. She grew up 
at JUMC. Her family started attending JUMC in 
1952. Her mother, Helen Conger, is an iconic sym-
bol of this church today. 
     Mary Ann has three children: Catherine, Brett 
and Elizabeth, and 3 grandchildren: Brooklyn, Sam 
and Julia. She started her early career as a pre-
school teacher and has had many interesting jobs 
over the years, but her favorite has been as Youth 
Leader at JUMC. 
     She loves the young people of the youth program. She says, 
“Watching them grow up and have families of their own and then 
seeing their children coming to the youth program is a true joy.” She 
continues to keep up with all the youth she has mentored over the 
years. She won’t give up her land-line at home because “that is the 
number most of them have if they need to call me.” 

     Mary Ann is a living example of the light of Christ in JUMC. 

 

Meet Carla Gass, our Administrative Assistant 

     Carla joined the JUMC staff in October 2017 as our Administra-
tive Assistant and she is a great joy!  She is the 
wife of Michael and mother of Kaylee (24), Kaitlyn 

(10) and Jonathan (8).   

     Carla is a member of Crossroads Christian 
Church and serves in different ministries within 
her church. She is also a Girl Scout leader for her 
daughter’s troop in Gray and works as a Recruiter 

for the Girl Scouts of the Southern Appalachia.   

     Carla spends her spare time playing with her children and taking 

weekend adventures as a family away from home. 

     Stop by the office during office hours and meet her – she loves 

getting to know new people! 
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SAVE THE DATE 
 
Apr 6  Easter Egg Hunt 

 
Apr 13 Sisters of Faith 

Spring Bazaar 
 
Apr 14 Palm Sunday 
 
Apr 18 Maundy Thurs-
day Service 
 
Apr 19 Good Friday 

Community Service 
12:15 pm at JUMC 
 
Apr 21 Easter Sunrise 

Service at 6:45 am; 
Confirmands join at 
10:45 am 
 
Apr 21 Confirmation on 
Easter Sunday 
 
Apr 27 Diane’s Closet 

 
Apr 28 Children’s Sun-

day 

 

Our thanks and prayers go out to all our 

military veterans and their families. Your 

service and sacrifice are greatly appreci-

ated. 

 
Barnard Davis (US Army) - Susan Miller’s nephew 

Caleb Wade (US Army) - Rupe & Ella Billions’ grandson 

Cody Hallberg (US Air Force) - Lee & Nancy Hallberg’s grandson 

Todd White - (US Army) - Doug & Donna Barnes Bennett’s son-in-law 

Mickey Teasner (US Navy) 

Lauren Bennett (US Army Reserve) 

Greg Bull  (US Marines) - Don & Barbara Bull’s grandson 

Jake DeMatteo  (Army)  

Steven David Hunt (US Army Reserve) 

Brian Ehlschlager (US Army) 

Shawn Allison (US Marines) 

Eric Bull (US Air Force Reserve) - Don & Barbara Bull’s grandson 

Cheyenne Pandar (US Marines) 

Jon Cochran (U.S. Ranger) - Billy & Gail Lewis’ cousin 

Adam Daffron (US Marines) - Wiley & Gail Daffron’s nephew 

Michael Fritz (US Army) - Mary Ann Clark’s son-in-law 

 Scripture Verse  

“Use whatever gifts you have received for the good of one 

another so that you can show yourselves to be good stewards 

of God’s grace in all its varieties.” 

 

- I Peter 4:10 (The Message Bible)  
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LOOKING AHEAD 

 
May 12 Mother’s Day 

 
June 1-8 Youth Mission 

Trip 
 
June 17-20 VBS 

 

 

COUNT YOUR BLESSINGS GROUP 
 
Our senior fellowship group, CYB, really enjoyed our March 
luncheon at Cootie Brown's!   
 
Join us this month, on Thursday, April 11, for another gath-
ering to get better acquainted with old and new friends as 
we share a lunch together. We will be traveling to Kingsport 
for an authentic Italian meal at Giuseppe's.  
 
The church bus will be available, leaving at 11:30 am for 
our 12:30 pm reservation at the restaurant.  

Sarah Mayes Circle 

 
Betty Neely will lead this month’s program, “Call to Prayer,” on 

Tuesday, April 9, in the Good News Fellowship Hall. 

 

Hostesses are Marshia Adams and Suzanne Moore. 

Easter Egg Hunt 
Saturday, April 6, 2019 from 1-2:30 pm 

Home of Rachel & Wesley Squibb 

196 Vest Road – Limestone, TN 

Phone: 341-6585 

Bring an Easter basket for your child 

 

Refreshments!   

Games!  

Fun! 
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AND THE TENNESSEE MOTHER OF THE YEAR IS . . . 
 
American Mothers Inc. is a national organization that honors outstanding mothers.  
Each year, the organization reviews thousands of nominations and selects one mother 
from each state as the state Mother of the Year.  This year, our very own Pastor Karen 
has been selected as the 2019 Tennessee Mother of the Year.   
 
Her family has been invited to attend the national convention in Washington, D.C., 
where she will meet our state senators, other 2019 state mothers and have the oppor-
tunity to learn from numerous speakers. Pastor Karen will be representing American 
Mothers Inc. and the state of Tennessee throughout the year.   
 
We are so fortunate to have a representative from our community and our JUMC con-
gregation sharing the joys and challenges of motherhood.  Please keep the Lane fam-
ily in your prayers as they travel to Washington, D.C. at the end of April to participate 
in the American Mothers annual conference and to be honored as 2019 Tennessee 
Mother of the Year. 
 
Congratulations, Pastor Karen! 

 

APRIL MISSION 
Backpacks for Liberia 

 
     Our Three Rivers Conference name is new, but our dedication to our conference mission project 
remains the same.  We are again providing backpacks for the Methodist schools in Liberia.  For the sec-
ond year we’ll be asking our congregation to help furnish the funds to fill the usual 50 backpacks, and 

we’ll be buying all the needed items in bulk to ensure that more funds go to the mission.  We will then 
have a time to fill and check the backpacks, and we will really need some help with that, too.  We’ll let 
you know when we will be filling the backpacks and hope some of you would like to help.  It is hoped 
that you won’t miss searching for protractors, compasses, and the dreaded boxes of chalk and will in-
stead contribute to pay for materials, postage, and backpacks.  Most of all, we hope you’ll come and 
help fill and check the backpacks, as Customs requires strict adherence to the described contents of the 
bags. 
 
     You may be assured that these materials are desperately needed.  Liberia is a country where 85% of 
the population lives on less than $2 a day, and has also seen more than its fair share of epidemics.  The 
literacy rate is about 60%.  Tuition in private schools is beyond the reach of many, while the public 
schools are hampered by lack of funds, supplies, and qualified teachers.  
 
     The United Methodist Church plays an important role in educating Liberian children, with 18 high 
schools, 22 junior high schools, and 16 elementary schools.  Tuition charges are low, and even then 
sometimes cannot be paid.  Many of these schools struggle to pay teachers and buy supplies. That is 
why your gift of these school supplies is so important.  Please give generously during April, marking 
your donations Conference Mission Project. 



 5 

HOLY WEEK SERVICES 
 

     Join us at Jonesborough UMC for “The Passion of Christ” as we tell the greatest story ever 
told through Holy Week Services that will lead us, once again, to the empty tomb. 
  
     HOLY WEEK is the most significant week of the year for Christian worship.  During this 
week, the church remembers the events of Christ’s passion and death.  We are reminded of 
all that took place leading up to Jesus’ death and traces Jesus’ life as we journey with Him in 
Jerusalem.  Please join us on:   
 
Palm Sunday (4/14)  
     At 8:45 am, we will celebrate Palm Sunday and the Passion of Christ with a special Palm/
Passion Service of Scriptures and Music. We will walk with Jesus from His triumphal entry into 
Jerusalem all the way to the cross. 
     At 10:45 am we will glorify God with the first half of our Choir Cantata, with Pastor Karen 
preaching. 

 
Maundy Thursday (4/18) - 7 pm    
     At 7 pm, we will gather for a Service of Holy Communion as we remember the Last Supper 
and Jesus’ words:  “Do this in remembrance of me.” 
 
Good Friday (4/19)  
     At 12:15 pm, we will gather for our Community Good Friday Service at our church, JUMC, 
with Rev. Allen Huff preaching. 
       
Easter Sunday (4/21)  
 
     At 6:45 am, we will gather for our Sunrise Service in the parking lot. 
     At 8:45 am, our early service will celebrate the Resurrection.  
     At 9:45 am, we will meet for Sunday school. 
     At 10:45 am, we will rejoice in our risen Lord with the second half of our Choir Cantata and 
the confirmation of our 12 confirmands. 
 
 
 

 
CONFIRMATION CEREMONY 

 
Join us on EASTER SUNDAY in officially welcoming 12 of our youth into our church family as 
they complete their confirmation class and prepare to join the church.  It is going to be a won-
derful celebration!  
 
The confirmands will join during the 10:45 am service.  Please encourage them and support 
them as they go through their last classes.  Our confirmands include:  Delany Gilham, Andrew 
Huffine, Jacob Hutsell, Reagon Johnson, Jasmine Koenig, Brooke Roberts, Madison Sexton, 
Lizzie Sherlin, Mattie Smith, Weston Squibb, Patrick Ward, and Emma Wolfe .  
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EASTER MUST GO!!! 
 

You’re probably wondering what rubber room they let me out of, 
but truth be told, easter has no place in the church. There are 
hundreds of websites that explain easter and how the church had 
to incorporate it into it’s calendar of celebrations.  
 
For example, from the website “Ancient History,” the word Easter 

itself is likely derived from Eostre, the Saxon mother goddess, 
whose name in turn was adapted from Eastre, an ancient word for 
spring. The Norse equivalent of Eostre was the goddess Ostara, 
whose symbols were an egg and a hare, both denoting fertility. 
Festivals honoring these goddesses were celebrated on or around 
the vernal equinox, and even today, when Easter has supposedly 

been Christianized, the date of the holiday falls according to rather 
pagan reckonings, i.e. on the Sunday following the first full moon 
after the vernal equinox. 
 
In Christianizing people, there were some aspects that the Church 
could not completely do away with.  So as not to antagonize the 

new converts, the church simply adapted some of the pagan festi-
val times. 
 
I know we are not going to strike the word “easter” from the Eng-
lish vocabulary because of the calendar printers, those that organ-

ize and put on the various “easter” parades, those companies that 
still sell “easter” bonnets, the candy companies that market 
“easter” candy, and the Paas Company that makes the color for 
“easter” eggs, but when that Sunday is upon us let us refer to the 
day as we should … “Happy Resurrection Day”!!! 

 
    Respectfully submitted, 

    Joe Likavec 
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DIANE’S CLOSET 

     DIANE'S CLOSET will be held on Saturday, April 27 (the Saturday after Easter) from 10 

am to 2 pm in the Good News Fellowship Hall.  

     Donations of spring and summer clothing will be accepted at 
the GNFH on Wednesday, April 24, from 2-7 pm, and on Thursday 

and Friday, April 25 and 26, from 10 am to 4 pm.   

     An easy way to collect your donations is to choose an item from 
your closet each day of Lent to give away; or you may choose to 
set aside a collection container to put things in all year long. The 
Lord has blessed many of us with so much. We are expected to be 

good stewards of all that is given to us.   

     Those wishing to help with set-up, sorting, or clean-up should 

contact Sharon Moore at 926-0605. 

Greetings from the Youth 
 

The youth are having a good spring. We’ve already had some spring breaks, but Washington 

County’s is still to come. 

 

The youth cooked and delivered meals to our friends on Sunday, March 17.  We’ll cook again 

on March 24, for Family Promise, and also help our guests get settled in their new home for the 

week. 

 

On Sunday, May 5, we’ll honor our high school seniors. We have two this year: Amanda Cun-

ningham and Selena Hayes. We are very proud of these young ladies. 

 

Mark your calendars for Mission Trip June 1-8. The cost is $125.00. I need to know by April 

14 if you plan to go. And don’t forget that we have Sunday School and youth on Sunday and 

Wednesday night youth. 

 

Have a good week and I’ll see you soon. 

 

      Blessings, 

      Miss Mary Ann 

 

Children’s Sunday – Second Service – April 28 
 

Get ready for several lively songs, rhythmic sticks, ribbon streamers, hand bells, a Bible story 

narration with lots of “lively sheep” and much more.  The kids have been working really hard 

on this year’s program on Wednesday nights and Sunday mornings.   

Craft items will be on display in the church windows.  Sure hope you can attend this special 

program! 
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NEW MEMBERS 
 

Javier Grajeda is from El Paso, TX. His family is from Mexico. He studied chemistry at The University of 
Texas at El Paso and then went on to pursue a doctoral degree in chemistry at UNC Chapel Hill. He 
graduated in May and then in June, 2018 started working at Eastman.  

Javier was looking for a church near his home that felt both tight knit and welcoming, and found that 
at JUMC.  He joined our congregation in March.   

Though Javier spends most weekends visiting his girlfriend, Carolyn, who is still finishing her degree in 
Chapel Hill,  when she’s in town they attend the second service. On Wednesdays, he enjoys going to 
Bible study class with Pastor Karen and the crew.  

Welcome to JUMC, Javier! 

Gene and Ruth Grapperhaus were married in November, 2017.  Gene was born in Illinois and  has 3 
children and 6 grandchildren. He was a truck driver for 35 years. Ruth was born and raised in Jonesbor-
ough, has 2 children, 4 grandchildren and 3 great grandchildren, and was an accountant for 37 years. 
She is a certified Lay Leader and has been to the Czech Republic on a mission trip.   

Ruth and Gene love to tour the country in their camper. Both love the Lord and have always been in-
volved in church.   

Please welcome Gene and Ruth as they have chosen to be a part of our congregation.  

 

 

 JOTS FROM JANE 

     It seems everyday when I am out and about, someone mentions their allergies.  The Cleve-
land Clinic says,” More than 50 million Americans (1 in 6) suffer from all types of aller-
gies….The number of people who have allergies continues to increase across all ages, sex, and 
racial groups.” 

     Those of us who suffer from seasonal allergies are familiar with over-the-counter medica-
tions.  If your symptoms persist, please see your doctor. Prescribed medications may be 
needed to combat the more severe symptoms like coughing, wheezing, and shortness of 
breath.  I urge you to continue frequent hand washing and covering your mouth and nose 
when you sneeze or cough.  We still have reported cases of flu occurring. 

       I’m praying that all of you have and a blessed Easter. 

       He is risen!!!! 

      Blessings, 
                                                     Parish Nurse, Jane Turner 



 9 

 

WANTED:  PRAYER ROOM WARRIORS 
 
     All of us like to think of our church as being special in its outreach programs, which it is.  
When my family first came to JUMC, I was asked to be a Prayer Room Warrior, and of course, 
I thought, “What in the world is this?”  I was soon to learn what a wonderful and unique part of 
our church the Prayer Room is.  I have never known a church that had a specific room dedi-
cated to prayer for our own church members, leaders, and the needs of our community and 
extended families.  Sometimes, it is the simple acts of service that carry the most powerful im-
pact. 
 
     What is a Prayer Room Warrior, and what do you do?  This is a behind-the-scenes ministry 
where you make a commitment to give four hours of your time per year to pray for your 
church.  On your day, you go to the Prayer Room ten minutes before the service and pray with 
the Pastor, Liturgist and others assisting in the service.  Then, you remain in the Prayer Room 
and spend your time in prayer for your church and leaders, that their hearts and minds will be 
open to the Word of God.  You can individually lift up each person on the prayer list in the 
Sunday bulletin.  You can give thanks for the wonderful children’s and youth programs we 
have, and for the devoted leaders of these programs.  There is no set way for you to pray—it 
is entirely up to you.  This is a simple and quiet ministry.  There are no committees or meet-
ings, just the time you dedicate to spend praying for your church. 
 
     Many of our older members have retired and their parting words have been, “We need 
some of the young people to step forward for this important ministry.”  So whether you are an 
elder or a youth, please think about this request for help.  We have several times when our 
church is not covered by prayer, especially during the early service. 
 
     Please join me in covering our church with prayer by giving just a few hours a year to be in 
the Prayer Room. 
 
      Thank you, 
      Linda Poland 
      423-753-5405 
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Sisters of Faith 
 
The Sisters of Faith are off to another blessed month. Our March meeting at Judy Shel-
ton's home included several new faces and we welcome you with open arms. Thank you, Sue 
Russell, for preparing the delicious Mexican meal. I believe this may have been close to record
-breaking attendance. We would love for any ladies that would like to join our group to 
please attend one of our meetings or get in touch with one of the Sisters and we will get you 
there. The meetings are held in one of our homes and the addresses will be put in the church 
bulletin for your convenience. There will be no meeting in April since we are preparing for the 
Bazaar. 
 
The 4th Annual Sisters of Faith Craft Bazaar will be held April 13 at the Church. This is our larg-
est fundraiser of the year and this money is used for our Mission work around the world and 
the community. We are still requesting items for the Silent Auction and baked goods. Contact 
Madelyn Rohrer (202-2400) for baked good donations and Tami Moore (753-0044) or Jeri 
Jones (646-3756) for Silent Auction items. 
 
Remember, Mauk’s of Jonesborough has donated a Stressless Chair to the Silent Auction and 
it’s in the fellowship hall for you to see up close. There will be a box to put your silent bid in. 
The final announcement of the winner will be Saturday during the Bazaar.  Just think how nice 
it would be to sit back in the Stressless Chair for your Daily Devotions. 
 
The Sisters and the Sarah Mayes Circle have united to purchase silk flowers for our church 
sanctuary. These silk arrangements will be used only when there are no volunteers for that 
Sunday. Please take the time to volunteer to purchase flowers for the Sanctuary on a Sunday 
of your choice.  
 
We look forward to seeing many new faces in our group of ladies. For more information, you 
may contact Claudia Randolph 423-202-2409 or the Church. 
 
       Blessings, 
       Claudia Randolph 
       President—Sisters of Faith 

 



Jonesborough United Methodist Church 
PO Box 115, Jonesborough, TN 37659 

 
JAMA Item for 

APRIL 
Flour, Sugar & 

Cornmeal 
 
 

 
 

Please give generously 
to  

Jonesborough Area  
Ministerial Association.  

 
 

HE IS RISEN! 


